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Die  Marriages  of  1861-0  Half  Dollars 

by 

Randall  E.  Wiley 

Half  dollars  from  the  New  Orleans  Branch  Mint  dated  1861  have  a  special  place 
in  the  hearts  and  minds  of  many  collectors  as  they  have  become  a  tangible  reminder 
of  the  great  civil  war  that  ripped  our  country  apart  during  the  19'^  century.  These 
1861-0  coins  are  in  demand  not  only  from  half  dollar  collectors  trying  to  complete 
a  date  and  mintmark  set,  but  by  collectors  in  general  who  want  to  own  a  small  piece 
of  history. 

Bill  Bugert  and  I  co-authored  a  book  entitled  "The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty 
Seated  Half  Dollars"  that  was  published  by  DLRC  Press  in  1 993.  The  purpose  of  that 
book  was  to  establish  a  reference  for  the  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollar  series  that 
addressed  all  dates  and  mints  as  well  as  the  major  varieties  known  to  us  at  the  time. 
However,  size  and  scope  constraints  imposed  by  the  publisher  limited  the  number 
of  Wiley-Bugert  (WB)  listings  to  306  even  though  we  had  identified  over  1000  die 
marriages.  For  each  date  and  mint  in  the  book,  we  gave  details  of  our  research  effort 
and  listed  the  number  of  documented  die  marriages  along  with  the  number  of  head 
and  tail  dies  identified.  For  1 861  -O  coins,  we  indicated  that  our  research  effort  was 
extensive,  and  that  14  die  marriages  had  been  documented  from  6  obverses  and  6 
reverses.  However,  the  number  of  WB  listings  for  the  1 861  -O  date  was  limited  to  four, 
one  generic  listing  and  three  specific  listings  associated  with  the  Confederacy. 

Prior  to  the  release  of  our  book  in  1 993,  half  dollars  dated  1 861  -O  were  reported 
to  have  been  coined  by  the  Union,  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  the  Confederate  States 
of  America,  but  these  coins  were  considered  to  be  indistinguishable  as  to  origin 
except  for  one  variety  called  the  CSA  Die  Crack  variety.  This  variety  had  a  die  crack 
that  ran  from  the  rim  to  the  right  of  star  7  to  the  bridge  of  Ms.  Liberty's  nose.  An 
identical  die  crack  was  known  to  exist  on  the  four  proof  coins  struck  by  the 
Confederacy  in  1 861  using  a  normal  obverse  die  and  a  special  reverse  die  depicting 
the  shield  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America.  Accordingly,  the  CSA  Die  Crack 
variety,  also  referred  to  as  the  CSA  Obverse  variety,  is  very  popular  with  collectors, 
and  it  was  included  in  our  book  as  WB-102.  The  WB-103  variety  identified  as  Die 
Crack  Bisected  Date  and  the  WB-104  variety  identified  as  Speared  Olive  Bud  were 
two  new  varieties  that  were  listed  for  the  first  time  in  any  publication.  We  chose  to 
list  these  last  two  varieties  because  they  could  both  be  easily  attributed,  and  we  knew 
from  our  emission  sequence  research  that  they  were  produced  after  pieces  struck 
from  the  WB-102  CSA  Obverse  die,  clearly  indicating  that  they  were  also  coined  by 
the  Confederacy.  WB-101  was  the  generic  listing  for  all  other  varieties  of  this  date. 

Emission  Sequence 

In  March  1992,  coin  dealer  Julian  Leidman  loaned  me  a  box  containing  189 
circulated  1861-0  half  dollars  that  he  had  recently  purchased.  I  compared  these 
coins  to  20  pieces  that  I  already  owned  together  with  1 1  other  coins  belonging  to  Bill 
Bugert.  We  had  used  these  31  coins  as  a  die  marriage  reference  set  for  1 861  -O  half 
dollars.  At  that  time,  our  die  marriage  set  contained  1 1  die  marriages  from  10  obverse 
dies  and  9  reverse  dies.  I  spent  every  spare  moment  I  could  find  during  the  next  week 
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examining  these  220  half  dollars.  My  die  identification  skills  matured  greatly  that 
week,  especially  in  regard  to  how  severe  die  wear  changes  the  appearance  of  a  die. 
No  new  dies  were  identified,  but  three  new  die  marriages  were  discovered  involving 
previously  known  dies.  Ironically,  the  number  of  obverse  and  reverse  dies  in  our 
reference  set  decreased  considerably  since  we  had  previously  identified  some 
uniquely  different  dies  that  turned  out  to  be  different  die  states  of  the  same  die.  The 
final  count  was  14  die  marriages  from  6  obverse  dies  and  6  reverse  dies.  All  14  die 
marriages  were  linked  through  die  state  combinations  in  a  continuous  chain  so  that 
an  emission  sequence  emerged  for  all  1861  half  dollars  struck  at  the  New  Orleans 
Branch  Mint.  Subsequent  to  this  research,  I  found  documented  evidence  in  the  April 
1 951  issue  of  the  Numismatist  indicating  that  6  obverse  dies  dated  1 861  were  among 
38  working  dies  shipped  to  the  Branch  Mint  at  New  Orleans  in  December  1860.  No 
reverse  dies  for  half  dollars  were  included  in  that  shipment,  but  it  was  customary  to 
start  coinage  for  a  new  year  with  reverse  dies  resen/ed  from  the  previous  year.  Since 
the  exact  number  of  reverse  dies  available  in  1 861  is  unknown,  it  is  possible  that  one 
or  more  additional  reverse  dies  were  used  beyond  those  that  I  have  identified,  but 
most  likely,  the  6  reverse  dies  described  in  this  article  were  the  only  ones  used  to 
execute  coinage  at  New  Orleans  in  1 861 .  It  should  be  noted  that  all  6  of  these  reverse 
dies  were  produced  from  a  Type  2  working  hub,  and  none  of  them  were  found  to  be 
identical  to  reverse  dies  known  to  be  used  in  1860. 

The  emission  sequence  for  1 861  -O  half  dollars  is  shown  in  Figure  1  where  large 
circles  containing  numerals  1  through  6  represent  obverse  dies,  and  large  circles 
containing  capital  letters  A  through  F  represent  reverse  dies.  Large  circles  contain- 
ing the  codes  1*,  3*,  B*and  E*  represent  dies  that  were  taken  out  of  service  and  then 
put  back  into  service  later  in  the  emission  sequence.  Small  ovals  containing  the 
numbers  01  to  15  connect  obverse  circles  to  reverse  circles,  and  represent  the  14 
known  die  marriages  and  the  CSA  Reverse  variety.  The  CSA  Reverse  variety  is 
shown  as  die  marriage  #12  in  the  emission  sequence  where  obverse  5  was  taken 
from  the  normal  coin  press,  paired  with  a  uniquely  prepared  Confederate  States  of 
America  reverse  die  for  the  striking  of  four  specimen  coins  on  a  special  screw  press, 
and  subsequently  returned  to  the  normal  coin  press  reestablishing  its  original  die 
pairing  with  reverse  E.  The  left  border  of  the  figure  shows  the  Union,  Louisiana  and 
the  Confederacy  in  chronological  sequence  and  visually  represents  the  theory  that 
coins  resulting  from  die  marriages  #01  and  #02  could  be  attributed  to  the  Union,  die 
marriages  #03  to  #08  attributed  to  Louisiana,  and  die  marriages  #09  to  #15 
attributed  to  the  Confederacy. 

It  is  important  to  note  that  only  the  emission  sequence  in  Figure  1  is  factual  as  the 
breakdown  of  die  usage  by  the  various  coining  authorities  is  subjective  except  that  all 
coinage  after  the  CSA  reverse  was  executed  by  the  Confederacy.  For  example,  an 
alternate  theory  would  be  to  say  that  die  marriages  #01  to  #03  could  be  attributed  to  the 
Union,  die  marriages  #04  to  #1 0  attributed  to  Louisiana,  and  die  marriages  #1 1  to  #1 5 
attributed  to  the  Confederacy.  The  allocation  of  dies  to  the  various  coining  authorities 
as  shown  in  Figure  1  was  an  educated  guess  on  my  part  based  primarily  on  the 
distribution  of  the  various  die  marriages  found  in  the  hoard  that  I  examined  in  1 992  along 
with  the  distribution  in  a  larger  hoard  that  I  studied  in  January  2005.  The  most  recent 
hoard  contained  shipwreck  effect  coins  from  the  recently  salvaged  SS  Republic  that  sank 
off  the  coast  of  Georgia  in  1865.  I  will  discuss  the  relative  rarity  of  the  individual  die 
marriages  in  a  future  article  on  1 861  -O  half  dollars.  I  want  to  limit  the  scope  of  this  article 
to  a  discussion  of  the  emission  sequence  shown  in  Figure  1  followed  by  a  detailed 
description  of  the  15  die  marriages  identified  for  1861-0  half  dollars. 
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Figure  1.  1861-0  Die  Marriage  Emission  Sequence 
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Die  Marriages  of  1861-0  Half  Dollars 

As  in  previous  years,  the  coinage  at  New  Orleans  in  1861  began  with  a  new 
obverse  die  dated  1861  paired  with  a  new  reverse  die  marked  with  the  letter  O 
designating  the  mint  of  origin.  All  reverse  dies  used  at  New  Orleans  in  1861  have  a 
large  O  mintmark  punched  in  the  field  area  below  the  eagle.  All  of  the  mintmarks  were 
punched  in  about  the  same  location,  very  high  in  the  crotch  formed  by  the  olive 
branch  stem  and  the  small  tip  of  an  arrow  feather  protruding  below  this  stem. 

It  is  important  to  note  that  all  of  the  working  dies  were  prepared  at  the  U.  S.  Mint 
in  Philadelphia,  and  that  the  central  designs,  the  obverse  stars,  the  reverse  legend 
and  the  denticles  around  the  circumference  were  all  punched  into  a  master  die  and 
subsequently  transferred  to  the  working  dies.  This  procedure  makes  the  obverse  and 
reverse  designs  identical  on  all  of  the  coins.  Only  the  date  on  the  obverse  die  and 
the  mintmark  on  the  reverse  die  were  hand  punched  into  the  working  dies.  Accord- 
ingly, the  position  and  orientation  of  the  date  and  the  mintmark  are  uniquely  different 
on  the  6  obverse  dies  and  6  reverse  dies  for  1861-0  coins.  However,  the  date  and 
mintmark  positions  for  1861-0  half  dollars  are  very  similar  so  that  when  trying  to 
attribute  a  single  coin,  it  is  virtually  impossible  to  identify  an  obverse  by  a  description 
of  the  date  position  or  a  reverse  by  a  description  of  the  mintmark  position.  Date  and 
mintmark  positions  become  more  useful  when  comparing  one  coin  to  another  or  in 
conjunction  with  other  descriptive  information  based  on  the  appearance  of  a  die  as 
it  progresses  from  a  newly  prepared  die  to  its  terminal  die  state. 

Nearly  all  of  the  obverse  and  reverse  dies  exhibit  what  I  call  a  halo  effect  in  their 
earliest  die  states.  This  halo  appears  as  a  ghostly  shelf-like  image  often  confused 
with  die  doubling,  and  it  can  be  seen  to  some  degree  around  all  of  the  design 
elements  that  were  punched  into  the  master  die.  These  halos  are  transferred  in  low 
relief  from  the  master  die  to  the  hub  and  finally  to  the  individual  working  dies.  They 
appear  the  same  on  each  die  to  the  extent  that  they  are  not  polished  off  during  initial 
die  preparation.  They  usually  disappear  fairly  early  due  to  die  wear  or  subsequent  die 
polishing. 

Stars  on  the  obverse  dies  are  counted  clockwise  with  Star  1  located  in  the  lowest 
position  on  the  left  side  of  the  coin.  Star  points  are  counted  clockwise  with  Star  Point 
1  extending  out  toward  the  rim  of  the  coin.  Halos  around  the  stars  on  1 861  -O  coins 
are  most  evident  around  Stars  1  to  3  at  Star  Points  3  and  4,  and  to  a  lesser  extent 
around  Stars  10  to  13  at  Star  Points  3  to  5. 

Vertical  stripes  found  within  the  obverse  and  reverse  shields  are  numbered  from 
left  to  right,  with  each  of  the  6  vertical  stripe  groups  containing  3  individual  stripes 
designated  a,  b,  c. 

Date  orientation  is  useful  in  attributing  some  of  the  1861-0  die  marriages.  The 
dates  on  obverse  dies  3  and  6  were  punched  level  with  the  top  of  the  second  1  the 
same  distance  from  the  rocky  base  as  the  top  of  the  first  1 .  The  dates  on  obverse  dies 
1,2,4  and  5  were  punched  slanting  up  with  the  top  of  the  second  1  closer  to  the  rocky 
base  than  the  top  of  the  first  1 .  On  Obverses  1  and  2  the  dates  slant  up  slightly  while 
on  Obverses  4  and  5  they  slant  up  steeply. 

The  15  different  die  marriages  for  1861-0  coins  are  numbered  W-01  through  W- 
15.  In  a  few  instances,  I  divided  the  die  marriage  into  two  parts  with  a  definitive  later 
die  state  being  identified  with  a  lower  case  a.  Descriptions  for  the  15  die  marriages 
are  given  in  the  following  paragraphs. 
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Obverse  2.  Date  slants  up  slightly 


Obverse  5.  Date  slants  up  steeply 


piLcj  vO  J_ 


Obverse  3.  Date  is  level 


Obverse  6.  Date  is  level 


1861-0  Half  Dollar  Obverse  Die  Date  Positions 
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Reverse  E.  Extremely  High  Left 


Reverse  C.  Very  High  Left 


Reverse  A.  High  Left 


1861-0  Half  Dollar  Reverse  Dies 


Reverse  D.  Extremely  High  Center 


Reverse  F.  Very  High  Center 


Reverse  B.  High  Center 


arranged  by  Mintmark  Position 


Die  Marriage  W-01 

The  first  die  marriage  consists  of  a  new  obverse  die  designated  Obverse  1  paired 
with  a  new  reverse  die  designated  Reverse  A.  Both  dies  in  this  marriage  were 
extensively  polished  prior  to  being  used.  In  particular,  the  reverse  die  was  so 
severely  polished  that  it  is  the  key  to  the  identification  of  this  die  marriage. 

Obverse  1 .  There  is  a  full  drapery  at  the  elbow  with  all  three  folds  distinct.  There 
is  a  large  outer  fold  attached  to  both  the  elbow  and  the  leg  just  above  the  knee,  a 
sharp  inner  spike  protruding  perpendicular  to  the  leg  toward  the  elbow  but  not  quite 
reaching  it,  and  a  weak  middle  fold  that  merges  with  the  inner  spike  at  its  top  and 
flows  out  toward  the  outer  fold  where  it  attaches  to  the  leg.  All  of  the  gown  area  inside 
the  outer  fold  is,  by  design,  raised  in  low  relief  above  the  field,  but  on  this  obverse  die, 
it  has  been  reduced  to  the  same  level  as  the  field  because  of  extensive  die  polishing. 
A  rocky  base  fully  supports  Liberty's  foot,  and  the  toes  are  enclosed.  A  halo  can  be 
seen  around  stars  2  to  4  and  to  a  lesser  extent  around  stars  10  to  13.  The  date  is 
punched  slightly  more  to  the  right  than  on  the  other  1 861  -O  obverses,  and  it  slants 
up  slightly.  There  is  a  bold  tine  as  shown  in  Plate  1  protruding  to  the  left  from  the 
curved  serif  near  the  top  of  the  first  1 .  Similar  tines  have  been  noted  on  three  other 
obverses  for  this  year,  but  only  the  tine  on  Obverse  5  appears  to  be  as  bold. 

Reverse  A.  The  mintmark  is  located  closer  to  the  feather  tip  than  it  is  to  the  olive 
stem,  and  it  is  slightly  lower  than  any  other  mintmark  for  1861-0.  This  die  is 
characterized  by  excessive  die  polishing.  In  the  earliest  die  state  seen  for  this 
reverse,  there  is  no  halo  effect  around  the  central  device  or  the  letters  in  the  legend. 
Also,  there  is  a  large  smooth  area  in  the  wing  feathers  as  shown  in  Plate  2  that  is 
located  off  the  upper  left  edge  of  the  shield.  This  area  has  been  polished  down  to 
the  same  level  as  the  field  so  that  only  the  high  peaks  of  the  feathers  remain  scattered 
about  like  islands  in  a  sea. 


Plate  1.  Obverse  1,  Tine  1         Plate  2.  Reverse  A,  Lapped  Feathers 
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Die  Marriage  W-01a 

This  die  marriage  is  the  same  as  W-01  except  that  the  dies  have  been  clashed. 
This  occurs  when  the  dies  are  struck  together,  but  with  no  coin  planchet  between 
them  so  that  design  images  have  been  transferred  between  obverse  and  reverse 
dies.  These  distinctive  die  clashes  are  the  key  to  the  identification  of  W-01  a. 

Obverse  1a.  This  die  is  the  same  as  Obverse  1  in  W-01  except  that  it  has  been 
clashed  as  shown  in  Plate  3.  It  appears  as  if  a  new  drapery  fold  has  been  created 
to  the  left  of  the  inner  spike.  This  clash  line  extends  like  the  hypotenuse  of  a  right 
triangle  connecting  the  edge  of  the  gown  where  it  drapes  across  the  arm  inside  the 
elbow  to  the  leg  below. 

Reverse  Aa.  This  die  is  the  same  as  Reverse  A  in  W-01  except  it  has  been  clashed 
as  shown  in  Plate  4.  A  strong  clash  line  can  be  seen  within  the  recesses  of  the  shield 
at  its  lower  right  side.  It  extends  from  the  middle  of  vertical  stripe  6c  diagonally  up 
through  the  right  edge  of  the  shield  into  the  wing  feathers.  This  same  clash  line 
extends  from  the  left  side  of  stripe  6a  down  to  the  left  edge  of  the  shield,  but  it  is  much 
weaker  due  to  die  polishing.  The  design  relief  on  late  die  states  is  very  shallow  and 
the  clash  is  hard  to  see.  This  die  does  not  appear  to  be  in  a  terminal  die  state,  but 
subsequent  die  marriages  are  unknown. 


Plate  3.  Obverse  1a,  Clash  Drapery      Plate  4.  Reverse  Aa,  Clash  In  Shield 

Die  IVIarriage  W-02 

Obverse  1  continuestobeused  in  a  later  die  state  than  W-01  exceptthat  it  is  now  paired 
with  a  new  reverse  die  designated  Reverse  B.  The  distinctive  die  clash  in  the  drapery 
of  Obverse  1  remains  strong  and  is  the  primary  key  to  the  identification  of  W-02. 

Obverse  lb.  This  die  is  the  same  as  Obverse  la  in  W-01  a  except  that  it  is 
noticeably  more  worn  and  polished.  The  tine  off  the  serif  of  the  1  Is  completely 

gone  on  the  few  pieces  that  I  have  examined.  There  is  no  longer  a  distinct  halo 
around  any  of  the  stars,  and  the  drapery  is  slightly  weaker,  most  noticeable  where 
the  outer  fold  attaches  to  the  elbow  and  leg.  The  foot  is  only  partially  supported,  and 
the  toes  are  no  longer  enclosed. 
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Reverse  B.  The  mintmark  is  located  slightly  higher  and  more  centered  between 
the  feather  tip  and  olive  stem  than  on  Reverse  A.  This  die  shows  signs  of  early  die 
polishing.  There  is  no  halo  effect  around  any  of  the  letters  in  the  legend,  and  only 
a  partial  halo  around  the  central  device  that  is  most  apparent  below  the  right  wing. 

Reverse  Ba.  This  die  is  the  same  as  Reverse  B  except  that  it  is  cracked.  Three 
fine  die  cracks  develop  in  the  legend.  The  most  distinctive  crack  runs  along  the  top 
of  ES  OF  as  shown  in  Plate  5.  A  second  crack  runs  inside  of  the  letters  CA,  through 
the  bottom  of  the  serif  of  the  C  and  across  the  inside  of  the  top  triangle  of  the  A  as 
shown  in  Plate  6.  A  third  crack  runs  along  the  bottom  of  F  DOL  as  shown  in  Plate 
7.  These  die  cracks  progress  to  become  quite  bold  and  well  defined  in  late  die  states 
of  this  marriage.  This  reverse  die  was  retired  in  favor  of  Reverse  C  in  W-03,  but  it  was 
returned  to  service  in  W-08. 


Plate  5.  Reverse  Ba,  Plate  6.  Reverse  Ba, 

Die  Crack  at  ES  OF  Die  Crack  at  CA 


Plate  7.  Reverse  Ba,  Die  Crack  at  F  DOL 
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Die  Marriage  W-03 

Obverse  1  continues  to  be  used  in  a  later  die  state  than  W-02  except  that  it  is 
paired  with  a  third  new  reverse  die  designated  Reverse  C.  The  distinctive  die  clash 
in  the  drapery  of  Obverse  1  remains  strong  and  is  the  primary  key  to  the 
identification  of  W-03. 

Obverse  1  c.  This  die  is  the  same  as  Obverse  1  b  in  W-02  except  that  it  is  noticeably 
more  worn  and  polished.  There  is  a  partial  drapery  at  Liberty's  elbow.  The  outer 
drapery  fold  is  slightly  detached  from  the  elbow  in  early  die  states  and  is  clearly 
separated  from  the  elbow  and  about  60%  complete  in  late  die  states.  The  foot  is  only 
partially  supported  by  the  rocky  base,  and  the  denticles  have  begun  to  erode.  This 
die  was  retired  in  favor  of  Obverse  2  in  W-04,  but  it  was  returned  to  service  in  W-1 5. 

Reverse  C.  The  mintmark  is  located  closer  to  the  feather  tip  than  the  olive  stem, 
similar  to  Reverse  A  except  this  mintmark  is  slightly  higher  than  the  mintmark  on 
Reverse  A.  The  mintmark  is  about  the  same  distance  above  the  letter  F  as  on  Reverse 
B.  In  the  earliest  die  state  that  I  have  seen,  all  signs  of  any  halo  around  the  central 
device  or  legend  have  been  polished  off  the  die.  The  tip  of  the  arrow  feather  showing 
below  the  olive  stem  appears  slightly  smaller  than  on  other  1 861  -O  coins  due  to  die 
polishing.  There  is  a  small  diagnostic  rust  pit  as  shown  in  Plate  8  that  is  attached 
to  the  lower  edge  of  the  middle  arrowhead. 

Reverse  Ca.  This  die  is  the  same  as  Reverse  C  except  that  it  is  cracked.  A  fine 
die  crack  as  shown  in  Plate  9  can  be  seen  between  TA  in  STATES.  This  crack  runs 
straight  off  the  top  right  serif  of  the  T  toward  the  top  of  the  A,  but  about  half  way  there, 
it  angles  down  at  about  45  degrees  to  the  upper  left  side  of  the  A. 


Plate  8.  Reverse  C,  Rust  Pit  Plate  9.  Reverse  Ca,  Die  Crack  at  TA 
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Die  Marriage  W-04 

Reverse  C  continues  to  be  used  in  a  later  die  state  than  W-03  except  that  it  is  paired 
with  a  new  obverse  die  designated  Obverse  2.  The  distinctive  die  crack  between  TA 
in  STATES  is  the  primary  key  to  the  identification  of  W-04. 

Obverse  2.  There  is  a  strong  full  drapery  at  the  elbow  with  all  three  folds  distinct, 
and  the  gown  within  the  drapery  is  raised  in  low  relief  above  the  field.  The  rocky  base 
supports  Liberty's  foot  except  below  the  toes,  and  the  toes  are  not  enclosed.  A  halo 
can  be  seen  around  stars  3  and  4.  In  very  early  die  states  there  is  a  short  tine  off  the 
top  curve  of  the  serif  of  the  1  in  the  same  location  as  Obverse  1  except  that  it  is  much 
smaller.  This  tine  is  missing  on  most  pieces  seen  for  this  marriage.  The  date  was 
punched  more  to  the  left  than  on  Obverse  1  and  it  slants  up  more  steeply  than  on 
Obverse  1 ,  but  it  is  not  as  steep  as  on  Obverses  4  and  5.  The  dates  for  Obverses  3 
and  6  were  punched  level. 

Obverse  2a.  This  die  is  the  same  as  Obverse  2  except  that  it  has  been  cracked 
as  shown  in  Plate  10.  The  die  crack  can  be  seen  above  and  slightly  to  the  right  of 
the  top  of  the  second  1  in  the  date.  It  slants  up  to  the  right  and  crosses  the  bottom 
of  the  rocky  base  and  continues  through  the  toes  to  the  denticles. 

Reverse  Ca.  This  die  is  the  same  as  Reverse  Ca  in  W-03  except  that  the  die  crack 
between  TA  of  STATES  is  slightly  more  distinctive  and  now  joins  TAT.  The  rust  pit 
off  the  bottom  edge  of  the  middle  arrow  is  still  microscopically  visible  on  most  coins. 


Plate  10.  Obverse  2a,  Die  Crack  along  Base 
of  Rock  to  Liberty's  Toe 
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Die  Marriage  W-04a 

This  marriage  is  the  same  as  W-04  except  that  the  dies  have  been  clashed. 

Obverse  2b.  This  die  is  the  same  as  Obverse  2a  in  W-04  except  that  it  has  been 
clashed  in  the  drapery  area.  Part  of  the  clash  is  very  similar  to  Obverse  1  a  but  the 
clash  that  looks  like  the  hypotenuse  of  the  triangle  is  longer  and  at  a  steeper  angle 
so  that  the  top  almost  touches  the  elbow.  Additional  clash  marks  can  be  seen  outside 
the  outer  drapery  fold  where  it  attaches  to  the  leg  above  the  knee,  and  weakly  above 
Liberty's  leg  on  both  sides  of  the  staff.  A  second  but  weaker  die  crack  can  now  be 
seen  slanting  up  to  the  left  from  the  area  above  the  first  1  in  the  date.  It  crosses  the 
bottom  of  the  rocky  base  to  the  area  below  the  left  edge  of  the  ribbon  where  the 
bottom  edge  of  the  base  is  notched.  There  is  a  gradual  erosion  of  the  drapery  and 
foot  support. 

Obverse  2c.  This  die  is  the  same  as  Obverse  2b  except  a  third  die  crack  has 
developed  along  the  base  of  the  numerals  861  in  the  date.  The  foot  support  is 
virtually  gone,  and  the  inside  gown  area  of  the  drapery  has  lost  its  relief  and  is  at  the 
same  level  as  the  field.  The  three  drapery  folds  are  still  fairly  complete,  but  the  outer 
fold  is  now  clearly  separated  from  the  elbow.  The  clash  marks  are  mostly  gone. 

Reverse  Cb.  This  die  is  the  same  as  Reverse  Ca  in  W-04  except  that  it  has  been 
clashed  in  the  lower  right  recesses  of  the  shield.  This  clash  is  much  weaker  and 
slightly  lower  than  the  clash  seen  on  Reverse  A.  It  cuts  weakly  through  the  right  edge 
of  the  shield  into  the  feathers  at  the  base  of  the  last  vertical  stripe.  Also,  a  second  fine 
die  crack  has  developed  along  the  tops  of  the  letters  AME. 

Reverse  Cc.  This  die  is  the  same  as  Reverse  Cb  except  that  it  is  noticeably  more 
worn  and  polished.  The  denticles  have  become  significantly  eroded  and  the 
outside  edges  of  a  few  letters  in  the  legend  are  partially  erased  from  the  die.  In 
particular,  the  upper  serif  of  the  C  in  ICA  and  part  of  the  bottom  of  the  letters  F  and 
D  in  HALF  DOL  have  been  erased.  This  is  a  terminal  die  state  for  Reverse  C. 

Die  IVIarriage  W-05 

Obverse  2  continues  to  be  used  in  a  later  die  state  than  W-04  except  that  it  is  now 
paired  with  a  new  reverse  die  designated  Reverse  D.  The  definitive  terminal  die  state 
of  Obverse  2  paired  with  a  new  reverse  die  is  the  key  to  the  identification  of  W-05. 

Obverse  2d.  This  die  is  the  same  as  Obverse  2c  in  W-04  except  that  it  is  noticeably 
more  worn  and  polished.  There  is  a  partial  drapery  at  Liberty's  elbow.  The  drapery 
has  been  reduced  to  about  50%  with  the  entire  upper  half  of  all  folds  below  the  elbow 
erased.  The  die  crack  over  the  first  1  now  extends  to  the  left  side  of  the  upper  circle 
of  the  8.  The  denticles  show  significant  erosion,  especially  the  area  from  5  o'clock 
to  9  o'clock.  This  appears  to  be  a  terminal  die  state  for  Obverse  2.  It  is  possible  that 
Obverse  2  exists  in  a  slightly  later  no  drapery  die  state,  but  I  have  not  seen  it. 
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Reverse  D.  The  mintmark  is  located  slightly  higher  than  on  any  other  1861-0 
reverse.  It  is  centered  between  the  feather  tip  and  the  stem  of  the  olive  branch.  This 
reverse  die  is  characterized  by  a  bold  halo  as  shown  in  Plate  1 1  around  the  entire 
central  device  indicating  that  it  was  a  new  die  with  minimal  polishing  during  initial  die 
preparation.  There  is  a  short  diagnostic  file  line  as  shown  in  Plate  12  slanting  up 
between  vertical  stripes  5c  and  6a  about  30%  down  from  the  top  of  the  stripe.  There 
is  a  second  but  weaker  file  line  slanting  up  between  vertical  stripes  4c  and  5a  in  a 
slightly  higher  position,  and  a  short  tine  off  the  left  edge  of  vertical  stripe  5a  about  25% 
from  the  bottom  of  the  stripe.  There  is  also  a  diagnostic  lump  as  shown  in  Plate  1 3 
on  top  of  the  tail  feathers  located  to  the  left  of  the  eagle's  left  leg  near  the  field.  It  is 
about  half  way  between  the  olive  branch  and  the  wing  pit.  This  lump  is  fairly  weak 
and  not  to  be  confused  with  the  much  bolder  lump  seen  higher  in  the  tail  feathers 
close  to  the  wing  pit.  This  bolder  lump  is  a  hub  defect  characteristic  of  the  Type  2  hub 
used  during  this  era  and  can  be  seen  on  all  of  the  reverse  dies  for  1861-0  coins. 


Plate  1 1 .  Reverse  D,  Halo  around  Eagle 


Plate  12.  Reverse  D,  Plate  13.  Reverse  D, 

File  Lines  in  Shield  Die  Lumps 
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Die  Marriage  W-06 

Reverse  D  continues  to  be  used  in  a  later  die  state  than  W-05  except  that  it  is  now 
paired  with  a  new  obverse  die  designated  Obverse  3.  This  marriage  is  hard  to 
identify  since  the  new  obverse  die  and  the  slightly  used  reverse  die  have  only  minor 
flaws.  Usually,  coins  that  are  not  clashed  or  cracked  turn  out  to  be  W-06  or  W-07,  and 
these  two  marriages  are  easily  separated  by  date  orientation.  W-06  has  a  level  date 
while  W-07  has  a  date  that  slants  up  steeply. 


Obverse  3.  There  is  a  strong  full  drapery  at  the  elbow  with  all  three  folds  distinct 
and  the  gown  within  the  drapery  is  raised  in  low  relief  above  the  field.  The  rocky  base 
supports  Liberty's  foot  except  weakly  below  the  toes,  and  the  toes  are  only  partially 
enclosed.  A  weak  halo  can  be  seen  around  stars  3  and  4.  There  is  no  tine  off  the  serif 
of  the  1 .  The  date  is  punched  in  about  the  same  position  as  Obverse  2  except  that 
it  is  level  relative  to  the  rocky  base.  The  level  date  orientation  is  a  primary  key  to  the 
identification  of  Obverse  3.  There  is  also  a  small  diagnostic  rust  pit  as  shown  in  Plate 
1 4  that  is  located  close  to  the  right  edge  of  the  shoulder  strap  about  midway  between 
the  circular  clasp  and  the  top  of  Liberty's  shoulder.  I  do  not  know  why  this  die  was 
retired  in  favor  of  Obverse  4  in  W-07  since  it  was  used  again  in  W-09. 


Reverse  Da.  This  die  is  the  same  as  Reverse  D  in  W-05  except  that  it  is  slightly 
more  worn  and  polished,  and  there  is  new  damage  to  the  die  on  the  letter  R  in  ERI 
as  shown  in  Plate  15.  The  damage  appears  as  a  short  diagonal  line  on  top  of  the  left 
side  of  the  stand  of  the  letter  R  about  one  quarter  of  the  way  up  from  the  base  of  the 
R.  There  is  only  a  partial  halo  around  the  central  device,  and  the  file  lines  in  the  shield 
described  in  W-05  are  only  weakly  visible  on  some  coins. 


Reverse  Db.  This  die  is  the  same  as  Reverse  Da  except  that  it  is  a  slightly  later 
die  state.  A  short  new  file  line  appears  slanting  down  and  to  the  right  from  the 
denticles  above  the  letter  R  in  ERI  as  shown  in  Plate  15. 




Plate  14.  Obverse  3, 
Rust  Pit  by  Strap 


Plate  15.  Reverse  Db,  Damaged  R 
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Die  Marriage  W-07 

Reverse  D  continues  to  be  used  in  a  later  die  state  than  W-06  except  that  it  is  now 
paired  with  a  second  new  obverse  die  designated  Obverse  4. 

Obverse  4.  There  is  a  strong  full  drapery  at  the  elbow  with  all  three  folds  distinct, 
and  the  gown  within  the  drapery  is  raised  in  low  relief  above  the  field.  The  rocky  base 
supports  Liberty's  foot  and  the  toes  are  enclosed.  A  halo  can  be  seen  around  stars  2 
to  4  and  stars  1 0  to  1 3  to  a  lesser  extent.  There  is  a  tine  as  shown  in  Plate  1 6  off  the 
top  curve  of  the  serif  of  the  first  1  in  the  same  location  as  Obverse  1 ,  but  it  is  not  as  bold. 
The  date  is  punched  in  a  location  that  is  slightly  left  of  Obverse  1  and  slightly  right  of 
Obverses  2  and  3,  and  it  is  punched  slightly  higher  than  on  any  of  the  first  three 
obverses.  The  date  orientation  is  such  that  it  slants  up  steeply;  noticeably  steeper 
than  on  Obverses  1  and  2,  but  not  quite  as  steep  as  on  Obverse  5.  Coins  from  this  early 
die  state  of  Obverse  4  with  a  tine  off  the  serif  of  the  1  are  rarely  seen. 

Obverse  4a.  This  die  is  the  same  as  Obverse  4  except  that  the  tine  off  the  1  is  gone, 

the  toes  are  no  longer  enclosed,  and  the  halos  are  gone  from  all  stars  except  stars  3 
and  4.  The  drapery  is  still  full,  but  the  toes  are  no  longer  enclosed.  Most  W-07  coins 
are  from  this  die  state. 

Obverse  4b.  This  die  is  the  same  as  Obverse  4a  except  that  it  is  much  more  worn. 
There  is  a  partial  drapery  at  Liberty's  elbow.  The  relief  on  the  gown  within  the  drapery 
is  gone.  The  outer  fold  is  clearly  separated  from  the  elbow  and  is  now  about  70% 
complete.  The  inner  spike  is  reduced  to  about  half  its  normal  length,  and  the  middle  fold 
is  completely  gone.  The  foot  is  not  supported,  and  the  denticles  are  significantly  eroded. 

Reverse  Dc.  This  die  is  the  same  as  Reverse  Db  in  W-06  except  that  it  gradually 
becomes  more  worn.  The  partial  halo  around  the  central  device  disappears,  and  the 
denticles  become  significantly  eroded.  Die  diagnostics  noted  for  W-06  can  still  be  seen 
on  most  coins.  This  reverse  description  is  basically  the  same  for  coins  from  the 
Obverse  4  and  Obverse  4a  die  states. 

Reverse  Dd.  This  die  is  the  same  as  Reverse  Dc  except  that  it  is  cracked  in  the 
legend  along  the  top  of  letters  RICA  as  shown  in  Plate  27  and  from  the  middle  of  the 
right  side  of  the  A  down  to  the  tip  of  the  upper  arrowhead.  A  second  weaker  crack 
connects  the  tip  of  the  middle  olive  leaf  to  the  upper  left  serif  of  the  U  in  UNI.  All  of  the 
die  diagnostics  noted  for  W-06  have  been  erased  except  the  lump  in  the  tail  feathers. 
The  denticles  are  basically  gone.  This  terminal  die  state  for  Reverse  D  was  observed 
on  a  coin  with  Obverse  4b. 


Plate  16.  Obverse  4,  Tine  1      Plate  27.  Reverse  Dd,  Die  Crack  at  RICA 
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Die  Marriage  W-08 

Obverse  4  continues  to  be  used  in  a  later  die  state  than  W-07  except  tlnat  it  is  now 
paired  with  a  resurrected  Reverse  B  that  was  last  used  in  W-02.  Both  dies  were 
clashed  on  the  earliest  die  state  coins  that  I  have  seen  from  this  marriage. 

Obverse  4c.  This  die  is  the  same  as  Obverse  4b  in  W-07  except  that  it  is  clashed 
as  shown  in  Plate  17.  There  is  a  partial  drapery  at  Liberty's  elbow.  The  natural 
drapery  is  gone  except  for  a  large  fragment  of  the  outer  fold  that  is  separated  from 
both  the  elbow  and  the  leg.  However,  clash  lines  in  the  drapery  area  make  it  appear 
more  complete.  A  long  clash  line  extends  from  the  elbow  to  the  leg  where  the  inner 
spike  would  normally  appear,  and  a  smaller  clash  connects  the  outer  drapery  fold 
fragment  to  the  leg.  Clash  lines  also  appear  weakly  inside  the  gown  above  Liberty's 
leg  on  both  sides  of  the  staff.  A  fine  die  crack  has  developed  in  the  rock  above  the 
second  1  in  the  date  and  runs  about  half  way  to  Liberty's  toes.  The  denticles  are 
eroded,  and  the  center  of  the  numeral  8  in  the  date  is  very  weak. 

Obverse  4d.  This  die  is  the  same  as  Obverse  4c  except  that  there  is  no  drapery 

at  Liberty's  elbow.  All  three  folds  of  the  natural  drapery  are  gone  as  are  the  clash  lines 
in  the  drapery  area.  The  numerals  1 86  in  the  date  are  very  weak,  the  center  of  the 
8  is  missing  and  the  top  of  the  circle  of  the  6  is  broken.  The  denticles  are  completely 
gone  below  the  date.  A  second  die  crack  has  developed  and  shows  weakly  along 
the  hemline  of  Liberty's  gown.  In  very  late  die  states,  this  crack  exits  above  Liberty's 
foot  and  runs  to  star  13.  A  third  die  crack  can  be  seen  running  through  the  end  of 
the  ribbon  into  the  rocky  base  to  the  left  of  the  shield.  This  is  a  terminal  die  state  for 
Obverse  4. 

Reverse  Bb.  This  die  is  the  same  as  Reverse  Ba  in  W-02  except  that  it  is  now 
heavily  and  distinctively  clashed  as  shown  in  Plate  18  in  the  lower  right  side  of  the 
shield.  Although  in  the  same  location  as  the  other  two  clashes  for  1 861  -O  coins,  this 
clash  is  uniquely  different  in  that  a  sharp  diagonal  file  line  can  be  seen  on  top  of  the 
clash  mark  slanting  up  between  vertical  stripes  5c  and  6a.  The  die  cracks  in  the 
legend  described  in  W-02  are  still  evident,  but  they  do  not  initially  seem  quite  as  bold 
due  to  die  polishing. 

Reverse  Be.  This  die  is  the  same  as  Reverse  Bb  except  that  the  die  crack  in  the 
legend  above  ES  OF  is  much  bolder  and  more  destructive. 


Plate  17.  Obverse  4c,  Plate  18.  Reverse  Bb,  Clash  in  Shield 

Clash  Drapery 
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Die  Marriage  W-09 

Reverse  B  continues  to  be  used  in  a  later  die  state  than  W-08  except  that  it  is  now 
paired  with  a  resurrected  Obverse  3  that  was  last  used  in  W-06.  Since  W-08  and  W- 
09  share  the  same  reverse  die  in  a  similar  die  state,  marriage  identification  depends 
on  obverse  die  characteristics.  Obverse  3  in  W-09  is  not  clashed  and  the  date  is  level. 
Obverse  4  in  W-08  is  clashed  and  the  date  slants  up  steeply. 

Obverse  3.  This  die  is  the  same  as  Obverse  3  in  W-06,  and  it  appears  to  be  in  an 
almost  identical  die  state  except  that  the  denticles  are  slightly  more  eroded. 

Obverse  3a.  This  die  is  the  same  as  Obverse  3  except  that  it  is  cracked.  There 
is  a  fairly  strong  die  crack  as  shown  in  Plate  19  that  starts  between  star  9  and  the 
rim  and  runs  through  stars  10  to  13.  The  drapery  still  has  three  full  folds,  but  the  gown 
inside  the  drapery  has  no  relief  and  it  is  at  the  same  level  as  the  field.  The  foot  is  not 
supported  and  the  denticles  are  almost  gone. 

Reverse  Be.  This  die  is  the  same  as  Reverse  Be  in  W-08  except  that  the  die  cracks 
are  a  little  more  advanced,  and  the  denticles  are  starting  to  erode. 

Reverse  Bd.  This  die  is  the  same  as  Reverse  Be  except  that  the  die  is  much  more 
worn.  The  denticles  are  significantly  eroded.  The  letters  in  AMERICA  are  weak,  and 
the  top  serif  of  the  C  is  missing.  The  left  wing  feathers  close  to  the  shield  are  starting 
to  thin  a  bit,  but  it  is  not  nearly  as  pronounced  as  on  Reverse  A.  The  die  cracks  in 
the  legend  have  merged  to  almost  form  a  complete  circle.  This  is  a  terminal  die  state 
for  Reverse  B. 


Plate  19.  Obverse  3a,  Die  Crack  through  Stars  9  to  13 
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Die  Marriage  W-10 

Obverse  3  continues  to  be  used  in  a  later  die  state  than  W-09  except  that  it  is  now 
paired  with  a  new  reverse  die  designated  Reverse  E.  This  terminally  worn  and 
cracked  obverse  die  paired  with  a  new  reverse  die  is  the  key  to  the  identification  of 
W-10. 

Obverse  3b.  This  die  is  the  same  as  Obverse  3a  in  W-09  except  that  it  is  much 
more  worn  and  polished.  There  is  a  partial  drapery  at  Liberty's  elbow.  The  outer 
fold  is  clearly  separated  from  the  elbow  and  it  is  about  70%  complete.  The  inner  spike 
is  about  half  the  normal  length,  and  the  middle  fold  is  completely  gone.  The  date, 
stars  and  central  device  appear  to  have  very  little  relief  from  the  field.  Consequently, 
the  date  and  all  the  stars  look  smaller  and  weaker  than  normal,  and  Liberty's  figure 
has  no  depth.  Even  the  die  crack  connecting  stars  9  to  1 3  appears  to  be  weaker  than 
in  the  previous  marriage.  This  appears  to  be  a  terminal  die  state  for  Obverse  3.  It  is 
possible  that  this  obverse  die  exists  in  a  no  drapery  die  state,  but  I  have  not  seen  it. 

Reverse  E.  The  mintmark  is  located  slightly  lower  and  more  to  the  left  than  on 
Reverse  D  such  that  it  is  slightly  closer  to  the  feather  tip  than  the  olive  stem.  This 
reverse  die  is  also  characterized  by  a  very  bold  halo  as  shown  in  Plate  20.  This  halo 
can  be  seen  around  the  eagle  indicating  that  this  was  a  new  die  with  minimal 
polishing  during  initial  die  preparation.  Reverses  D  and  E  are  the  only  reverses  seen 
for  1 861  -O  with  a  very  bold  halo  around  the  eagle,  and  they  have  mintmark  positions 
slightly  higher  than  any  other  1 861  -O  coins.  I  have  not  found  any  diagnostic  defects 
on  Reverse  E. 


Plate  20.  Reverse  E,  Halo  around  Eagle 
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Die  Marriage  W-11 

Reverse  E  continues  to  be  used  in  a  later  die  state  than  W-1 0  except  that  it  is  now 
paired  with  a  new  obverse  die  designated  Obverse  5.  The  famous  CSA  die  crack 
is  the  key  to  the  identification  of  W-1 1  in  late  die  states.  Early  die  states  are  identified 
by  a  steeply  slanting  date  with  a  bold  tine  off  the  serif  of  the  first  1 . 

Obverse  5.  There  is  a  strong  full  drapery  at  the  elbow  with  all  three  folds  distinct  and 
the  gown  within  the  drapery  is  raised  in  low  relief  above  thefield .  The  rocky  base  supports 
Liberty's  foot  except  weakly  below  the  toes,  and  the  toes  are  only  partially  enclosed.  A 
weak  halo  can  be  seen  around  stars  2  to  5  and  stars  10  to  13.  There  is  a  bold  tine  as 
shown  in  Plate  21  off  the  serif  of  the  first  1  similar  to  Obverse  1  except  that  it  is  slightly 
higher,  almostto  the  same  level  as  the  top  of  the  1 .  The  date  is  punched  in  about  the  same 
position  as  Obverse  4  except  that  it  is  slightly  higher.  The  date  is  oriented  such  that  it 
slants  up  steeply,  more  steeply  than  on  any  other  1861-0  obverse. 

Obverse  5a.  This  die  is  the  same  as  Obverse  5  except  that  it  is  cracked.  It  is 
known  as  the  WB-102,  CSA  Die  Crack  variety.  A  prominent  die  crack  as  shown  in 
Plate  22  has  developed.  It  runs  from  a  rim  denticle  above  and  slightly  to  the  right  of 
star  7  to  the  bridge  of  Liberty's  nose.  The  same  crack  exits  below  Liberty's  chin  and 
connects  to  her  shoulder  blade.  Coins  from  this  die  state  are  included  in  WB-102 
even  though  it  now  appears  that  they  were  struck  before  the  four  CSA  proof  coins. 
The  foot  support  has  weakened  and  the  toes  are  no  longer  enclosed.  A  slight  halo 
remains  around  stars  3  and  4.  The  tine  off  the  serif  of  the  1  is  still  bold. 

Reverse  E.  This  die  is  the  same  as  Reverse  E  in  W-1 0  except  that  it  is  in  a  slightly 
later  die  state.  The  halo  around  the  central  device  is  very  bold.  Microscopic 
examination  reveals  that  the  halos  found  around  letters  in  the  legend  on  W-1 1  are 
slightly  less  defined  than  on  W-1 0.  The  halos  around  the  central  devices  appear  to  be 
about  the  same.  On  later  die  states  of  this  marriage,  the  halo  begins  to  fade  in  some 
areas  around  the  central  device  and  is  basically  gone  around  the  letters  in  the  legend. 


Plate  21 .  Obverse  5,  Tine  1  Plate  22.  Obverse  5a, 

CSA  Die  Crack 
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Die  Marriage  W-12 

Obverse  5  continues  to  be  used  in  a  later  die  state  than  W-1 1  except  that  it  is  now 
paired  with  a  specially  prepared  reverse  die  designated  CSA  Reverse.  Historically, 
there  were  four  coins,  proofs  or  specimen  strikes,  struck  in  a  manual  screw  press 
from  this  special  die  marriage.  W-12  is  extremely  rare. 

Obverse  5b.  This  die  is  the  same  as  Obverse  5a  used  in  W-1 1  except  that  the  tine 
off  the  serif  of  the  first  1  has  been  polished  off  the  die.  The  die  crack  at  the  bridge 
of  the  nose  remains  strong.  The  missing  tine  is  the  key  to  the  identification  of  the 
Obverse  5b  die  state. 

Reverse  CSA.  This  is  the  unique  reverse  die  prepared  by  the  Confederate  States 
of  America  depicting  the  shield  of  the  Confederacy,  with  seven  vertical  stripes  and 
seven  stars  placed  among  the  horizontal  stripes,  surmounted  with  a  Liberty  pole  and 
cap,  and  surrounded  by  a  wreath  of  cotton  and  sugar  cane  branches.  The  legend 
around  the  top  edge  of  the  die  reads  CONFEDERATE  STATES  OF  AMERICA  as 
shown  in  Plate  23. 


Plate  23.  CSA  Reverse 


Die  Marriage  W-1 1a 

Obverse  5  and  Reverse  E  previously  used  together  in  W-1 1  are  remarried  in  the 
steam  press  and  normal  coinage  continues. 

Obverse  5b.  This  die  is  the  same  as  Obverse  5b  in  W-1 2.  It  is  known  as  the  WB- 
1 02,  CSA  Die  Crack  variety.  In  later  die  states,  a  second  die  crack  develops  in  the 
rock  above  the  6  in  the  date.  This  die  crack  runs  to  the  right  along  the  hemline  to  the 
back  of  Liberty's  heel.  There  was  a  gradual  reduction  of  the  foot  support  in  later  die 
states  of  this  marriage,  but  the  drapery  remains  full. 

Obverse  5c.  This  die  is  the  same  as  Obverse  5b  except  that  the  die  cracks  are 
more  advanced.  In  particular,  the  die  crack  to  the  back  of  Liberty's  heel  now  extends 
from  the  top  of  her  ankle  to  star  13.  Perhaps  this  last  die  crack  caused  a  catastrophic 
failure  because  this  is  the  latest  die  state  seen  for  Obverse  5. 
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Reverse  Ea.  This  reverse  die  is  the  same  as  Reverse  E  in  W-1 1  except  that  there 
is  a  very  fine  die  crack  connecting  the  D  in  UNITED  to  the  first  S  in  STATES.  The  crack 
runs  from  the  upper  part  of  the  right  curve  of  D  slightly  down  to  the  middle  of  the  left 
side  of  the  upper  curve  of  S.  This  short  fine  die  crack  never  developed  into  a  break. 

Reverse  Eb.  This  die  is  the  same  as  Reverse  Ea  except  that  a  second  much 
stronger  die  crack  has  developed  along  the  base  of  HALF  DOL.  This  reverse  die  state 
was  seen  on  a  coin  with  Obverse  5c. 

Die  Marriage  W-1 3 

Reverse  E  continues  to  be  used  in  a  later  die  state  than  W-1 1  except  that  it  is  now 
paired  with  a  new  obverse  die  designated  Obverse  6. 

Obverse  6.  There  is  a  strong  full  drapery  at  the  elbow  with  all  three  folds  distinct 
and  the  gown  within  the  drapery  is  raised  in  low  relief  above  the  field.  The  rocky  base 
supports  Liberty's  foot,  and  the  toes  are  enclosed.  A  weak  halo  can  be  seen  around 
stars  3  and  4  and  stars  1 0  to  1 3.  There  is  no  tine  off  the  serif  of  the  first  1 .  The  date 
is  punched  higher  and  slightly  more  to  the  left  than  on  any  other  1 861  -O  obverse,  and 
it  is  oriented  level.  A  series  of  heavy  raised  file  lines  can  be  seen  in  the  field  to  the 
right  of  the  date.  These  file  lines  are  close  to  the  denticles  and  extend  to  the  area 
below  Liberty's  toes.  The  weak  beginning  of  a  fine  die  crack  was  seen  coming  from 
the  denticles  below  the  left  side  of  the  6  on  the  earliest  die  state  for  this  obverse. 
Virtually  all  pieces  seen  have  this  crack.  This  die  may  have  been  cracked  during  initial 
die  hardening. 

Obverse  6a.  This  die  is  the  same  as  Obverse  6  except  that  it  is  cracked.  It  is 
known  as  the  WB-1 03,  Die  Crack  Bisected  Date  variety.  A  strong  radial  die  crack 
bisects  the  date  as  shown  in  Plate  24.  This  crack  goes  through  the  left  edge  of  the 
6  in  the  date.  It  connects  the  rocky  base  to  the  rim  denticles.  The  file  lines  to  the  right 
of  the  date  disappear  in  later  die  states. 


Plate  24.  Obverse  6a,  Plate  25.  Reverse  Ec, 

Die  Crack  at  Date  Die  Crack  Between  F  D 
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Reverse  Eb.  This  die  is  the  same  as  Reverse  Eb  in  W-1 1  except  that  it  is  slightly 
more  worn  and  the  die  crack  along  the  base  of  HALF  DOL  is  slightly  more  advanced. 

Reverse  Ec.  This  die  is  the  same  as  Reverse  Eb  except  that  a  new  radial  die  cracl< 
has  developed  as  shown  in  Plate  25.  It  runs  from  between  F  and  D  in  HALF  DOL  to 
the  rim.  This  is  a  terminal  die  state  for  Reverse  E. 

Die  Marriage  W-1 4 

Obverse  6  continues  to  be  used  in  a  later  die  state  than  W-1 3  except  that  it  is  paired 
with  a  new  reverse  die  designated  Reverse  F.  Since  this  marriage  involves  both  the 
WB-103  obverse  die  and  the  WB-104  reverse  die,  it  is  known  as  WB-103/104. 

Obverse  6b.  This  is  the  WB-103,  Die  Crack  Bisected  Date  variety.  This  die  is 
the  same  as  Obverse  6a  except  that  there  is  a  partial  drapery  from  Liberty's  elbow. 
The  outer  fold  becomes  clearly  separated  from  the  elbow  and  it  is  gradually  reduced 
to  about  40%  of  its  normal  length.  The  inner  spike  is  very  short  and  the  middle  fold 
is  completely  gone.  The  bisecting  die  crack  now  crosses  the  rock  and  goes  to  the 
hemline  of  Liberty's  gown.  There  is  a  second  die  crack  that  runs  from  the  middle  of 
the  right  side  of  the  second  1  to  the  bottom  of  Liberty's  foot.  This  appears  to  be  a 
terminal  die  state  for  Obverse  6.  I  have  not  seen  a  no  drapery  die  state. 

Reverse  F.  This  is  the  WB-104,  Speared  Olive  Bud  variety.  There  are  two 
parallel  horizontal  die  defect  lines  through  the  upper  olive  bud  as  shown  in  Plate 
26.  The  mintmark  is  located  in  a  position  slightly  lower  than  on  Reverse  D  and  higher 
than  on  Reverse  B.  Like  these  other  two  reverses,  the  mintmark  is  centered  between 
the  feather  tip  and  the  olive  stem.  Early  die  states  from  this  reverse  have  only  a  partial 
halo  around  the  central  device. 


Plate  26.  Reverse  F,  Speared  Olive  Bud 
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Die  Marriage  W-15 

Reverse  F  continues  to  be  used  in  a  later  die  state  than  W-1 4  except  that  it  is  now 
paired  with  a  resurrected  Obverse  1  that  was  last  used  in  W-03. 

Obverse  1  c.  This  die  is  the  same  as  Obverse  1  c  that  was  last  used  in  W-03.  There 
is  a  partial  drapery  at  Liberty's  elbow.  The  drapery  is  about  60%  complete  in  early 
die  states  of  this  marriage,  but  in  later  states,  the  outer  fold  is  reduced  to  a  thin  sliver 
and  it  is  separated  from  both  the  elbow  and  the  leg.  The  inner  spike  and  middle  fold 
of  drapery  are  completely  gone.  The  diagnostic  hypotenuse  clash  line  is  still 
weakly  visible  close  to  Liberty's  gown  where  it  falls  from  the  inside  of  her  elbow  to  her 
leg. 

Obverse  1  d.  This  die  is  the  same  as  Obverse  1  c  except  that  there  is  no  drapery 
below  Liberty's  elbow.  The  natural  drapery  is  completely  gone,  and  only  a  slight 
shadow  of  the  die  clash  remains.  There  are  a  couple  of  raised  die  lines  off  the  end 
of  Liberty's  foot  where  it  appears  that  some  attempt  was  made  to  reinforce  the  eroded 
foot  support.  This  is  a  terminal  die  state  for  Obverse  1 . 

Reverse  Fa.  This  is  the  WB-1 04,  Speared  Olive  Bud  variety.  This  die  is  the  same 
as  Reverse  F  in  W-1 4  except  that  it  is  more  worn  and  slightly  cracked.  The  denticles 
are  still  quite  strong.  There  is  no  halo  remaining  around  the  central  device  and  a  fine 
die  crack  has  appeared  between  the  lower  right  side  of  the  A  in  ICA  and  the  tip  of  the 
top  arrowhead.  A  second  fine  die  crack  runs  across  the  lower  three  olive  leaves. 

In  the  latest  die  state  that  I  have  observed,  Reverse  F  appeared  to  be  in  fairly  good 
condition.  Perhaps  there  were  no  more  obverse  dies  suitable  for  resurrection. 
Perhaps  there  was  no  more  silver  to  coin.  Perhaps  the  Confederacy  had  other 
priorities.  Whatever  the  reason,  coins  from  W-15  were  the  last  Liberty  Seated  half 
dollars  to  be  struck  at  the  Branch  Mint  in  New  Orleans. 

Table  1  summarizes  the  obverse  and  reverse  die  characteristics  for  the  15  die 
marriages  described  in  this  article.  Various  die  states  of  the  15  die  marriages  are 
listed  along  with  applicable  references  to  die  cracks,  die  clashes  and  miscellaneous 
diagnostic  features  that  are  plated  in  this  article.  The  numbers  1  to  27  correspond 
to  Plates  1  to  27  as  illustrated  in  this  article. 

I  am  currently  working  on  another  article  that  will  provide  an  analysis  of  the  die 
marriage  distributions  found  in  the  Leidman  hoard  and  in  the  SS  Republic  hoard  of 
1861-0  half  dollars.  I  will  also  discuss  die  marriages  for  coins  that  were  cataloged 
in  auctions  as  being  in  proof  condition. 
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die  crack  variety  existed  in  an  early  die  state  with  a  Tine  1  as  reported  in  Issue  #65 
of  the  journal. 
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Table  1.  1861-0  Plate  Summary 
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1861-0  Half  Dollar  Marriage  Attribution  Guide 


step  1 .   Does  upper  olive  bud  on  Reverse  have  a  bold  file  line  through  it?  Plate  26 
Yes.  This  is  Reverse  F.  Go  to  Step  1  a. 
No.  Go  to  Step  2. 

Step  1a.  Does  the  6  in  the  date  have  a  die  crack  along  its  left  edge?  Plate  24 

Yes.  This  is  Obverse  6  and  Marriage  W-14. 

No.  This  is  Marriage  W-15. 
Step  2.   Does  the  6  in  the  date  have  a  die  crack  along  its  left  edge?  Plate  24 

Yes.  This  is  Obverse  6  and  Marriage  W-13. 

No.  Go  to  Step  3. 

Step  3.   Does  the  Obverse  have  a  die  crack  from  the  rim  to  Liberty's  nose?  Plate  22 
Yes.  This  is  Obverse  5  and  Marriage  W-1 1. 
No.  Go  to  Step  4. 

Step  4.   Does  the  Reverse  Legend  have  a  die  crack  along  top  of  ES  OF?  Plate  5 
Yes.  This  is  Reverse  B.  Go  to  Step  4a. 
No.  Go  to  Step  5. 

Step  4a.  Does  the  Reverse  Shield  have  die  clash  damage?  Plate  18 
Yes.  Go  to  Step  4b. 
No.  This  is  late  Marriage  W-02. 

Step  4b.  Does  Obverse  have  a  Reduced  Drapery  with  clash  marks  and  a  date  that 
slants  up  steeply?  Plate  17 
Yes.  This  is  late  Obverse  4  and  Marriage  W-08. 
No.  This  is  Marriage  W-09. 

Step  5.   Does  Reverse  Legend  have  a  weak  die  crack  along  top  of  TA?  Plate  9 
Yes.  This  is  Reverse  C.  Go  to  Step  5a. 
No.  Go  to  Step  6. 

Step  5a.  Does  Obverse  have  distinctive  clash  damage  in  Drapery?  Plate  3 
Yes.  This  is  Obverse  1  and  late  Marriage  W-03. 
No.  This  is  Marriage  W-04. 

Step  6.    Is  there  a  smooth  area  with  missing  feathers  in  the  Eagle's  left  wing?  Plate  2 
Yes.  This  is  Reverse  A  and  Marriage  W-01. 

No.  Go  to  Step  7. 

Step  7.   Does  the  Obverse  have  a  distinctive  die  clash  in  the  Drapery?  Plate  3 
Yes.  This  is  Obverse  1 .  Go  to  Step  7a. 
No.  Go  to  Step  8. 

Step  7a.  Does  Reverse  have  a  small  rust  pit  on  bottom  of  middle  arrowhead?  Plate  8 
Yes.  This  is  early  Reverse  C  and  early  Marriage  W-03. 
No.  This  is  early  Reverse  B  and  early  Marriage  W-02. 

Step  8.  Is  the  letter  R  in  Reverse  Legend  damaged?  Plate  15 
Yes.  Go  to  Step  8a. 
No.  Go  to  Step  9. 
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step  8a.  Does  Obverse  have  small  rust  pit  above  clasp  and  level  date?  Plate  14 
Yes.  This  is  Obverse  3  and  Marriage  W-06. 
No.  This  is  Marriage  W-07. 

Step  9.   Is  there  a  strong  Halo  around  the  Eagle  on  the  Reverse?  Plate  1 1 
Yes.  Go  to  Step  9a. 

No.  Go  back  to  Step  1  and  start  over.  You  must  have  missed  a  clue. 

Step  9a.  Is  there  a  short  file  line  in  the  Reverse  Shield  recess?  Plate  12 
Yes.  This  is  Reverse  D  and  Marriage  W-05. 
No.  This  is  Reverse  E.  Go  to  Step  9b. 

Step  9b.  Is  there  a  bold  Tine  off  the  serif  of  the  first  1  in  the  date?  Plate  21 
Yes.  This  is  Obverse  5  and  early  Marriage  W-1 1 . 
No.  This  is  Marriage  W-10. 
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1861'0  Die  Marriages 

From  the  SS  Republic  Shipwreck 

^  ^  NOW  AVAILABLE  ^  ^ 


The  fascinating  story  behind  the  minting 
of  these  coins  in  the  early  months  of  the 
Civil  War  is  enhanced  by  the  additional 
historical  provenance  bestowed  on 
coins  recovered  from  the  SS  Republic 
shipwreck,  nearly  1 ,700  feet  below  the 
surface  of  the  Atlantic, 


marriages 
:he  most 
leral 


silver  coins  recov- 
ublic  shipwreck  site 
1861-Os  attributed 
"  the  New  Orleans 
ve  been  conserved 
ervations  Services 
ulated  and  certified  by 
y  Corporation  as  having  a 
m  lying  undisturbed  on  the 
t  140  years. 

these  historic  coins  are  available. 
79-7325  today  for  more  information 


Above: 


1861-0  Confederate 
"Shipwreck  Effect" 
Liberty  Seated  Half 
Dollar  from  the 
SS  Republic. 


MARINE  EXPLORATION 

1-877-679-7325 

www.shipwreck.net 

An  American  Stock  Exchange  Company.  Symbol:  OMR 
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America's  First  Seated  Dime 


by 

Ken  Cable-Camilleis 

The  1 837  No  Stars  proof  dime  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  Seated  dime 
ever  struck  by  the  U.S.  Mint.  And  excluding  the  proof  only  Gobrecht  dollar  of  1 836, 
the  No  Stars  proof  dime  of  1837  was  the  first  Seated  coin  minted.  Regular  issue 
Seated  dollars  were  not  struck  until  1 840,  Seated  half  dollars  were  not  issued  until 
1839,  and  Seated  quarters  were  not  produced  until  1838,  while  the  first  No  Stars 
dimes  and  half  dimes  were  struck  in  mid-1837. 

According  to  Mint  records  obtained  by  Walter  Breen,  "some  30  brilliant  proof 
dimes"  were  struck  for  designated  persons  and  distributed  on  June  30, 1 837,  and 
the  No  Stars  proof  half  dimes  were  coined  and  distributed  on  July  25'^  These  proof 
coins  were  made  to  celebrate  the  momentous  occasion  of  the  Mint  having 
achieved  a  long  sought  goal  of  producing  stereotypical  silver  coins  that  could  not 
easily  be  counterfeited.  These  coins  also  tested  the  newly  prepared  dies  for 
Christian  Gobrecht's  new  designs.  Before  the  introduction  of  Seated  coins,  there 
was  no  set  time  for  the  production  of  proof  coinage  for  a  given  year.  However  by 
1837  Mint  Director  Robert  Maskell  Patterson  had  established  a  policy  indicating 
that  the  proof  coins  for  each  year  would  be  the  first  strikes  produced  of  each  design. 
Breen's  notation  of  "30+  proofs"  may  suggest  that  a  few  additional  proofs  were 
struck  or  that  the  reported  figure  of  30  might  have  been  lower  than  the  original 
production.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  no  restrikes  of  the  No  Stars  proof  dime 
were  ever  made  after  1837. 

Although  the  design  of  the  Liberty  motif  on  the  No  Stars  dime  is  slightly  different 
from  the  device  on  the  Gobrecht  dollar,  the  obverse  of  the  No  Stars  dime  could  be 
visualized  as  a  scaled  down  version  of  the  1836  Gobrecht  dollar.  Therefore  at  a 
glance,  the  1 837  No  Stars  proof  dime  looks  like  a  "mini-Gobrecht  dollar."  Very  few 
1 837  No  Stars  proof  dimes  were  placed  into  circulation  so  that  most  of  these  coins 
survive  today  in  Proof-60  or  better  condition.  I  have  examined  three  certified 
examples  of  the  No  Stars  proof  dime  that  are  described  below. 

While  early  business  strike  Seated  dimes  from  1 837  to  1 852  usually  come  with 
a  strong  sharp  strike  and  good  definition  on  the  devices  and  stars,  proof  coins  of 
this  same  period  often  show  noticeably  weak  areas.  Perhaps  this  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  business  strike  Seated  coins  were  struck  on  the  steam  press  that  was 
introduced  in  1836,  while  proof  coins  were  still  struck  on  an  old  hand  operated 
screw  press.  This  notion  is  counterintuitive  to  the  thought  process  for  modern 
coins,  where  proof  coins  show  the  ultimate  in  strike  quality. 

I  have  made  a  comparison  of  two  certified  1 837  No  Stars  proof  dimes  that  have 
recently  appeared  on  the  market.  Despite  an  estimated  mintage  of  only  30  pieces 
and  a  combined  PCGS/NGC  population  of  36,  there  is  actually  some  strike 
variation  within  this  rare  issue.  The  first  specimen  was  graded  PCGS  Proof-63  while 
the  second  was  graded  NGC  Proof-64.  These  two  coins  have  been  identified  as 
Coin  A  and  Coin  B  and  their  descriptions  are  as  follows: 
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1837  No  Stars  Dime,  PCGS  Proof-63,  Coin  A:  The  horizontal  shield  lines  on  the 
obverse  are  weakly  struck.  On  the  reverse  the  letter  O  in  ONE  is  very  light.  There  is 
a  straight  die  scratch  that  runs  through  ES  O  as  indicated  by  Breen  and  there  appears 
to  be  a  small  die  chip  in  the  area  above  TA  in  STATES.  This  chip  is  not  the  spur 
mentioned  by  Breen  in  his  description  of  the  No  Stars  proof  dime. 

1837  No  Stars  Dime,  NGC  Proof-64,  Coin  B:  The  horizontal  shield  lines  on  the 
obverse  are  sharper  but  still  not  completely  defined  as  usually  seen  on  business 
strike  coins  of  this  issue.  There  is  a  very  faint  jagged  die  crack  that  runs  through  the 
field  from  the  left  rim  to  Liberty's  upper  arm.  On  the  reverse  the  O  in  ONE  is  again  very 
weak,  much  softer  and  lower  in  relief  than  the  other  letters  in  ONE  DIME.  The  scratch 
through  ES  O  is  as  strong  as  seen  on  Coin  A.  The  anomaly  above  TA  is  even  more 
faded  than  on  Coin  A  and  seems  to  be  more  like  an  angled  lint  mark. 

I  examined  a  third  example  several  years  ago  in  an  old  style  PCGS  PR-63  holder 
that  had  a  strong  O  that  was  as  sharp  as  the  other  letters  in  ONE  DIME.  This  piece 
also  had  the  faint  die  scratch  through  ES  O  and  the  sharply  defined  spur  above  the 
first  T  in  STATES  described  by  Breen.  Neither  Coin  A  nor  Coin  B  described  above 
show  any  trace  of  this  spur. 

The  1837  No  Stars  coins  described  in  this  article  are  examples  of  America's  first 
dimes.  For  the  period  from  1792  to  1837  the  tenth  part  of  a  dollar  was  known  as  a 
disme,  pronounced  deem.  The  U.S.  ten  cent  coins  in  the  Capped  Bust  series  that 
were  struck  from  1 809  to  1 837  used  the  denomination  1 0  C.  Ten  cent  coins  became 
known  as  dimes  to  the  general  public  with  the  release  of  the  1 837  No  Stars  issue  that 
used  the  denomination  ONE  DIME  for  the  first  time.  Since  1 837,  the  U.S.  Mint  has 
struck  more  than  75  billion  dimes  of  the  standard  1 7.9  mm  diameter  and  the  No  Stars 
proof  coins  were  the  first  of  them! 

REFERENCES: 

1 .  Walter  Breen's  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins,  1 988,  pp.  308-309. 

2.  The  PCGS  Population  Report,  April  2005,  page  72. 

3.  NGC  Census  Report,  April  2005,  page  111. 

4.  R.S.  Yeoman,  A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins,  58'*'  Edition,  2005,  pp  1 30-1 40. 


Collective  Volume  Number  Four  Available 

Copies  of  Collective  Volume  Number  Four  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  can 
still  be  purchased  for  immediate  delivery  by  interested  club  members  at  the 
established  price  of  $44  per  copy.  Please  make  checks  payable  to  Liberty 
Seated  Collectors  Club  and  send  orders  to:  John  McCloskey,  President 
LSCC,  5718  King  Arthur  Drive,  Kettering,  Ohio  45429. 

The  Editor 
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An  1871  Half  Dime 

by 

Weimar  W.  White 

Recently  I  visited  an  antique  mall  in  Salamanca,  New  York  where  a  severely 
tarnished  1871  half  dime  caught  my  eye.  This  coin  was  completely  black,  no  doubt 
from  years  of  not  being  protected  from  trace  amounts  of  hydrogen  sulfide  gas  that 
is  in  the  air  we  breathe.  When  unprotected  silver  coins  are  exposed  to  sulfur,  the  first 
coloration  on  their  surfaces  is  light  yellow.  As  the  thickness  of  the  oxidized  layer 
increases,  the  color  goes  from  yellow  to  golden  to  reddish  to  purple  to  blue,  and 
finally  to  black.  A  silver  coin  that  is  completely  black  has  gone  through  this  transition 
of  colorful  states.  The  dark  coloration  of  the  oxidized  layer  on  a  silver  coin  is  visual 
evidence  of  chemical  wear.  A  coin  can  show  chemical  wear  and  still  be  regarded  as 
uncirculated,  if  no  physical  wear  is  in  evidence. 

I  examined  the  severely  tarnished  coin  with  a  1 0X  Bauch  and  Lomb  magnifier  but 
I  could  not  tell  if  it  was  uncirculated  or  not,  since  the  heavy  layer  of  tarnish  hid  many 
of  its  surface  features.  I  could  see  a  weakness  in  strike,  but  the  black  coloration 
completely  hid  any  physical  wear  that  might  be  visible  on  the  unoxidized  surfaces. 
The  price  was  right,  so  I  purchased  the  coin  not  knowing  what  I  would  find  when  I 
removed  the  tarnish. 

To  conserve  the  coin,  I  dipped  it  for  a  few  seconds  in  a  commercial  aqueous 
thiourea  dip  as  described  for  Type  A  cleaning  in  my  book  entitled  COIN  CHEMISTRY. 
Unfortunately,  the  dip  removed  only  about  1 0%  of  the  thick  black  tarnish.  To  remove 
the  remaining  tarnish,  I  subjected  the  coin  to  a  Type  C  cleaning  which  uses  a  sodium 
bicarbonate  paste  to  physically  remove  the  rest  of  the  oxidized  layer. 

After  all  of  the  tarnish  was  removed,  I  was  overjoyed  to  see  that  I  now  had  a  very 
attractive  snow  white  silver  coin.  Now  all  of  the  surface  details  could  be  clearly  seen. 


Conserved  1871  Half  Dime  in  Uncirculated  Condition 
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The  two  cleaning  procedures  removed  approximately  400  micrograms  of  tarnish  from 
the  coin.  This  is  only  0.0004  grams  of  material  but  all  of  the  surface  clash  marks  were 
now  clearly  visible.  A  description  of  the  conserved  1871  half  dime  is  as  given  below. 

Conserved  1871  Half  Dime 

Obverse:  The  OF  and  first  A  in  AMERICA  were  very  weakly  struck.  The  D  in 
UNITED  is  open  at  the  top.  Clash  marks  are  evident  above  the  date,  to  the  left  of  the 
1  by  the  rock  and  between  the  rock  and  the  UN  in  UNITED.  A  small  clash  mark  can 
be  seen  close  to  Miss  Liberty's  nose. 

Reverse:  Clash  marks  appear  to  connect  the  wheat  stalks  at  the  top  of  the  cereal 
wreath.  A  long  clash  mark  runs  from  the  E  in  DIME  up  past  the  F  in  HALF  and  into  the 
wheat  stalks  in  the  wreath.  There  is  also  a  clash  mark  that  runs  from  the  top  of  the 
ribbon  to  the  leaf  below  the  E  in  DIME.  There  are  faint  clash  marks  within  the  M  in 
DIME  and  to  the  left  of  the  D  in  DIME.  There  is  weakness  in  the  wreath  at  1 0  o'clock 
and  in  the  denticles  at  4  o'clock. 

I  would  grade  my  new,  attractive  1871  half  dime  as  uncirculated.  To  protect  the 
coin  from  future  exposure  to  hydrogen  sulfide,  it  now  resides  in  an  Intercept  Shield 
snap-lock  holder.  These  holders  are  the  ultimate  protection  for  silver  and  copper 
coins.  The  material  in  these  holders  reacts  with  the  sulfur  in  the  air  before  it  can  get 
to  the  coin.  A  box  lined  with  Intercept  Shield  material  that  holds  34  coins  in  snap-lock 
holders  can  be  purchased  to  further  protect  your  coins.  To  purchase  products 
containing  Intercept  Shield  materials  call  Tropiano  Rare  Coins,  LLC  at  (908)  429- 
4325  or  toll  free  at  (800)  648-1882.  They  can  also  be  reached  by  e-mail  at 
TropianoRareCoins.com. 

♦♦ 


On  the  Cover 

The  covers  of  this  issue  present  pictures  of  an  1 861  -O  half  dollar  from  Die  Marriage 
W-lla.  This  die  combination  was  previously  identified  as  WB-102,  CSA  Die  Crack 
variety  by  Wiley  and  Bugert  in  their  guide  to  the  Seated  half  dollar  series.  The  CSA 
die  crack  can  be  seen  running  from  the  denticles  above  the  7'^  star  to  the  bridge  of 
Liberty's  nose.  This  same  die  crack  is  visible  on  the  four  Confederate  half  dollars  that 
were  struck  from  this  obverse  die  and  a  specially  prepared  reverse  die. 

The  obverse  of  this  coin  has  a  date  that  slants  up  steeply  from  left  to  right.  The 
second  1  in  the  date  is  noticeably  higher  in  the  field  than  the  first  1 .  The  New  Orleans 
mintmark  on  the  reverse  is  located  high  in  the  field  up  near  the  crotch  between  the 
feather  tip  and  the  olive  stem.  This  is  one  of  six  reverses  for  this  date  that  have  very 
similar  mintmark  positions.  Die  characteristics  other  than  mintmark  position  are  used 
to  distinguish  these  similar  looking  reverse  dies. 

This  coin  last  sold  at  auction  as  Lot  #72  in  the  Stack's  sale  of  September  7, 1 989. 
In  the  catalogue  it  is  described  as  Brilliant  Uncirculated  and  wholly  proof-like  with 
superb  light  iridescent  toning.  Randy  Wiley  is  the  current  owner  of  this  beautiful  coin. 

The  Editor 
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YNE 

X  3483 
VA  22124 


RNpON^ 


Phone:  703-385-0058 
Fax:  703-385-0059 


Half  Dimes 


Dimes 


1838  NGC  MS  65 

1857  PCGS  MS  65 

1858  PCGS  MS  62 
1858  PCGS  MS  65 
1863  PCGS  PR  64 
1867-S  PCGS  MS  64 
1871  PCGS  MS  64 

1872-S  PCGS  MS  65  [MM  Be 

$1,799.99 
$1,349.99 

$274.99 
$1,224.99 

$999.99 
$2,299.99 

$449.99 

$874.99 

1857  PCGS  MS  65 
1877-CC  PCGS  MS  64 
1886  NGC  MS  65 

1886  PCGS  MS  65 

1887  PCGS  MS  64 

1888  PCGS  MS  66 
1890  PCGS  MS  64 
1991  PCGS  PR  65 

$2,749.99 

$1,024.99 
$924.99 
$799.99 
$399.99 

$3,999.99 
$674.99 

$1,624.99 

Quarters  I 

20c  Pieces 

1841-0  PCGS  MS  61 

1861  NGC  MS  65 

1873  Arrows  PCGS  MS  63 

$899.99 
$2,999.99 
$1,449.99 

1875-S  PCGS  MS  65 

$4,349.99 

1876  PCGS  PR  66  CAM 
1878  PCGS  MS  65 

$3,299.99 
$2,399.99 

Half  Dollars 

1884  PCGS  PR  66  CAM 
1886  PCGS  PR  67  DCAM 

$3,249.99 
$7,849.99 

1854  PCGS  AU  55 

$424.99 

Visit  our  website 
For  images  and  descriptions: 
www.wayneherndon.com 

Terms  of  Sale 


1.  Ten  day  return  privilege  (in  original  holder). 

2.  All  items  guaranteed  genuine. 

3.  All  items  subject  to  prior  sale. 


4.  Please  odd  $4.00  shipping,  handling  and  insurance. 

5.  We  accept:  checks,  MOs,  credit  cords,  &  PayPal. 

6.  Virginia  residents  add  5%  soles  tax. 
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Updated  Prices  for  1871-CC  through  1874-CC 

Seated  Dimes 

by 

Paul  Bradley 

The  1 871  -CC  through  1 874-CC  dimes  are  generally  recognized  as  the  key  dates 
to  the  Seated  dime  series.  Because  of  increasing  demand  for  these  rare  Carson  City 
dates,  I  have  been  studying  the  price  structure  for  these  issues  since  January  2002. 
Right  after  I  published  my  first  article  on  these  dates  in  Issue  #88  of  the  journal,  they 
underwent  a  major  price  escalation  that  brought  more  specimens  to  the  market.  Most 
of  my  pricing  data  was  obtained  by  examining  coin  listings  on  eBay,  by  checking  the 
listings  of  selected  dealers,  by  studying  prices  realized  at  auctions,  and  by  looking 
for  these  dates  in  Gobrecht  Journal  ads.  Although  I  have  about  36  months  of  data, 
I  will  only  report  the  prices  obtained  since  October  2003,  the  date  that  roughly 
coincides  with  the  price  escalation.  When  these  coins  sold  in  auctions,  I  added  the 
1 5%  buyer's  premium  to  get  the  price  actually  paid.  In  my  discussion,  I  compare  the 
recent  escalation  of  prices  to  those  in  Coin  World's  Coin  Values,  the  listing  that  most 
people  use  as  the  benchmark.  The  prices  at  the  beginning  of  each  section  are  from 
the  September  2005  issue  of  Coin  Values. 

1871-CC  Dime 

Grade  G-4      VG-8      F-12     VF-20     XF-40     AU-50  AU-55 

Coin  Values     1400.     1800.     3000.     5000.     9000.     13,000.  20,000. 

I  have  seen  27  of  these  coins  for  sale  since  October  2003,  versus  17  in  the 
preceding  1 8  months.  Ten  of  the  27  coins  were  problem  free.  Most  of  the  problem 
free  coins  were  in  F-1 2  to  F-1 5  grades  or  they  were  XF-40  or  better.  Several  of  these 
coins  were  promptly  resold  or  are  on  current  dealer  price  lists.  There  were  two  MS- 
62  coins  offered  at  auction,  though  only  one  sold,  and  it  went  for  almost  $76,000. 
Three  coins  were  in  AU-50  to  AU-55  grades,  with  prices  ranging  from  $20,000  for  the 
AU-50  coin  to  $31 ,000  for  the  AU-55  coin.  Two  of  these  coins  are  now  on  dealer  price 
lists.  Five  problem  free  coins  were  in  F-1 2  to  F-1 5  grades  and  sold  for  prices  ranging 
from  $3500  to  $6900,  with  some  suggestion  of  price  increases  with  time.  Six  of  the 
seven  VF  coins  had  problems  and  were  net  graded  from  an  XF  or  AU  details  grade. 
The  prices  varied  wildly  from  a  low  of  $2760  to  a  high  of  $71 88.  The  problem  free  VF- 
35  coin  went  for  $1 0,600.  Very  few  coins  were  offered  in  the  G-4  to  VG-8  grades,  but 
their  prices  were  roughly  consistent  with  their  Coin  Values  listing.  Three  AG  coins 
were  offered  this  year,  with  prices  ranging  from  $925  to  almost  $2800,  although  the 
latter  coin  has  not  sold  to  my  knowledge.  My  impression  is  that  problem  free  coins 
from  F-1 2  on  up  are  going  for  close  to  double  their  Coin  Values  listing,  and  even  the 
VF  coins  with  problems  are  going  for  roughly  Coin  Values  prices. 
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1872-CC  Dime 

Grade  G-4      VG-8      F-12     VF-20     XF-40     AU-50  AU-55 

Coin  Values      500.       750.      1500.     3000.     6500.     12,000.  20,000. 

I  have  seen  26  of  these  coins  for  sale  since  October  2003,  versus  21  in  the 
preceding  1 8  months.  Eleven  of  the  26  coins  were  problem  free.  The  conditions  ran 
the  gamut  from  a  Fair-2  specimen  up  to  an  MS-61  coin,  although  most  were  in  F  to 
XF  grades.  The  MS-61  coin  sold  for  over  $71,000.  This  is  slightly  higher  than  the 
prices  for  comparable  coins  of  the  other  three  dates,  but  this  appears  to  be  the  only 
known  certified  mint  state  1 872-CC  dime.  There  was  one  other  1 872-CC  dime  listed 
as  MS-63  cleaned  in  a  dealer  price  list.  I  have  not  seen  this  piece  to  determine  a  net 
grade,  although  the  listed  price  of  $14,500  would  be  cheap  even  for  an  AU  coin. 
The  XF-45  coins  recently  went  for  prices  from  $1 0,350  to  $1 1 ,500.  One  coin  listed 
as  XF-40  +  lightly  cleaned  is  still  for  sale  at  $7900.  Four  different  VF-30  coins  were 
sold,  with  prices  ranging  from  $4255  to  $6750  for  the  problem  free  specimens.  The 
two  net  grade  coins  sold  for  $2530  and  $3740,  or  about  half  the  problem  free  price. 
The  VF-20  coins  were  represented  by  one  problem  free  coin  at  $391 0  and  one  net 
grade  coin  at  $2530.  Three  Fine  coins  were  in  problem  free  condition,  selling  for 
prices  from  $1 782  to  $2500,  with  the  price  increasing  over  time.  The  four  net  grade 
coins  were  ugly  enough  that  they  sold  for  $51 8  to  $1 265,  or  about  half  the  problem 
free  price.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  one  net  grade  VG  coin  sold  for  a  comparable  price 
of  $1208.  Finally,  there  were  four  coins  in  the  Fair-2  to  AG-3  range,  and  they  sold 
for  $284  to  $581 .  Only  the  Fine  condition  coins  showed  a  trend  of  increasing  prices 
over  time.  The  feature  that  stands  out  is  the  premium  that  people  are  willing  to  pay 
for  problem  free  specimens.  They  sell  for  prices  that  are  50%  to  1 00%  in  excess  of 
Coin  Values  prices. 

1873-CC  With  Arrows  Dime 

Grade  G-4      VG-8      F-12     VF-20     XF-40     AU-50  AU-55 

Coin  Values     1000.     2000.     4000.     7000.    13,000.   20,000.  25,000. 

In  spite  of  its  low  mintage,  this  date  was  the  most  prevalent  in  sales  since  October 
2003,  with  no  less  than  30  specimens  being  offered  versus  27  in  the  preceding  18 
months.  Only  1 6  were  problem  free.  There  were  9  coins  in  Fair-2  to  AG-3  grades,  with 
5  of  them  being  problem  free.  The  prices  ranged  from  a  low  of  $720  for  the  Fair-2  coin 
to  $2275  for  a  PCGS  AG-3  coin.  Two  coins  had  net  grades  of  AG-3,  including  one 
piece  with  a  hole.  They  went  for  $585  and  $1 069,  or  about  half  the  price  of  a  problem 
free  coin.  There  were  5  coins  in  Fine,  of  which  two  were  problem  free.  The  F-1 2  coin 
went  for  $51 75  while  the  F-1 5  coin  sold  for  $8250.  The  net  grade  coins  went  for  $2750 
to  $3680.  Eleven  of  the  30  coins  were  in  VF  condition.  Six  of  them  had  problems.  The 
net  VF-20  coins  went  for  $1 840  to  $4025  while  the  one  net  VF-30  coin  sold  for  $5900. 
The  three  problem  free  VF-20  coins  went  for  $4830  to  $8625,  although  two  of  these 
pieces  are  presently  on  dealer  price  lists  for  considerably  more.  One  piece  was  a 
PCGS  VF-25  coin  that  sold  for  $1 3,750,  and  the  PCGS  VF-35  coin  sold  for  $1 7,250. 
Three  XF  coins  were  offered  during  this  period.  The  PCGS  XF-40  coin  sold  for 
$21 ,275,  an  ugly  NGC  XF-45  coin  sold  for  $1 7,250,  and  finally,  a  coin  with  mint  state 
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details  but  given  a  net  grade  of  XF  by  me  for  jewelry  removal  damage  did  not  sell. 
There  was  one  coin  that  had  AU-55  details,  but  the  reverse  was  lightly  cleaned  and 
slightly  porous.  This  coin  has  not  sold  yet,  but  is  being  offered  for  over  $29,000.  The 
ex-Stack  collection  NGC  MS-63  coin  sold  at  auction  for  $230,000  during  this  period. 
It  is  the  finest  known  1873-CC  With  Arrows  dime. 

1874-CC  Dime 

Grade  G-4      VG-8      F-12     VF-20     XF-40     AU-50  AU-55 

Coin  Values     2500.     5000.     6500.    12,000.  20,000.   30,000.  35,000. 

This  date  is  the  key  to  the  series,  and  only  15  were  offered  since  October  2003, 
versus  1 1  in  the  preceding  1 8  months.  Nine  of  the  1 5  coins  were  problem  free.  Of  the 
four  well  worn  specimens,  two  were  AG-3  coins  that  went  for  $2200  and  $2867,  while 
a  marginal  G-4  coin  went  for  $3500.  There  was  also  a  problem  free  G-4  coin  that  sold 
for  $6750,  almost  three  times  the  listed  price.  The  next  grade  represented  was  Fine, 
with  an  NGC  F-1 2  coin  that  went  for  $1 3,800  and  a  net  F-1 5  coin  that  sold  for  $1 0,060. 
In  VF,  there  were  three  coins,  of  which  one  was  problem  free.  This  coin  was  listed  as 
a  VF-20  coin  for  $1 3,000.  The  two  coins  with  problems  were  a  net  VF-30  coin  that  went 
for  $21 ,000  and  a  net  VF-20  coin  that  went  for  $8625  and  is  now  for  sale  on  a  price 
list.  There  were  three  net  XF-40  coins  offered,  with  prices  ranging  from  $23,000  to 
$29,000.  Finally,  there  were  two  MS-62  coins  sold.  The  PCGS  MS-62  coin  went  for 
$87,400  and  the  NGC  MS-62  coin  went  for  $1 15,000.  To  the  extent  that  the  sparse 
numbers  tell  anything,  it  appears  that  the  Coin  Values  prices  are  still  low,  especially 
for  the  problem  free  coins. 

The  availability  of  the  four  early  Carson  City  dates  is  shown  in  Table  1 .  There  were 
more  1873-CC  dimes  offered  than  any  of  the  other  dates  with  30  different  coins 
appearing  since  October  2003,  although  only  5  pieces  were  in  grades  of  XF  or  better. 
Compare  this  to  the  1871-CC  dime,  which  had  27  different  coins  offered,  with  9  of 
these  being  XF  or  better.  The  1872-CC  dime  was  offered  26  times,  with  7  of  these 
being  XF  or  better.  This  is  surprisingly  few,  since  most  references  suggest  that  this 
date  should  be  the  most  common  of  the  four  early  Carson  City  dates.  The  1 874-CC 
dime  continues  to  have  about  half  as  many  specimens  available,  with  15  different 
coins  offered,  although  6  were  XF  or  better.  While  the  small  number  of  dimes  offered 
makes  relative  comparisons  risky,  I  found  that  there  were  from  1 5  to  30  coins  of  each 
date  available  in  all  grades  since  October  2003.  If  one  wants  a  totally  problem  free 
coin,  then  the  pickings  get  mighty  slim,  with  only  9  to  1 6  coins  of  each  date  qualifying 
during  this  period. 

Table  1 

Carson  City  Dimes  Seen  from  October  2003  to  May  2005  by  Net  Grade 

Grade  Range 


Date 

PR 

AG 

G-VG 

F-VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

Total 

1871-CC 

0 

3 

3 

12 

4 

3 

2 

27 

1872-CC 

2 

2 

1 

14 

5 

1 

1 

26 

1873-CC  WA 

1 

8 

0 

16 

3 

1 

1 

30 

1874-CC 

0 

2 

2 

5 

3 

1 

2 

15 
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The  1871-CC  through  1874-CC  dimes  offer  a  challenge  for  collectors  trying  to 
connplete  the  Seated  dinne  series,  especially  in  problem  free  condition.  As  one  might 
expect,  fewer  coins  are  available  in  higher  grades,  in  part  due  to  corrosion,  damage, 
or  cleaning  that  lowers  their  net  grade.  Most  of  the  1 871  -CC  through  1 874-CC  dimes 
offered  were  in  net  F  to  XF  grades  as  shown  in  Table  1 .  Unlike  the  results  published 
in  issue  #88,  there  appears  to  be  a  clear  premium  for  problem  free  coins  of  50%  to 
100%.  To  aid  potential  buyers,  I  have  listed  my  current  suggested  prices  in  Table  2 
based  upon  prices  paid  for  these  coins  since  October  2003.  However  there  is 
considerable  upward  pressure  on  the  prices  of  Carson  City  dimes,  as  Seated 
collectors,  Carson  City  collectors  and  other  investors  in  rare  coins  have  increased 
the  demand  for  the  limited  number  of  available  pieces.  Thus,  don't  be  shoci<ed  if  the 
price  you  have  to  pay  for  a  problem  free  specimen  is  far  above  the  prices  that  I  have 
suggested.  That  said,  I  sense  that  there  may  be  a  lull  in  the  new  price  structure,  since 
a  number  of  early  Carson  City  dimes  currently  on  dealer  price  lists  have  not  been 
snapped  up  by  eager  collectors. 

The  popularity  and  rarity  of  these  early  Carson  City  dates  make  buying  a 
counterfeit  example  a  distinct  possibility.  The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated 
Dimes  by  Brian  Greer  and  Tlie  Definitive  Resource  For  Liberty  Seated  Dime  Variety 
Collectors  web-book  by  Gerry  Fortin  mention  that  some  1 872-CC  dimes  and  all  1 873- 
CC  and  1874-CC  dimes  have  a  distinctive  die  crack  that  runs  from  the  right  ribbon 
through  both  Cs  in  the  mintmark.  This  crack  is  illustrated  in  my  article  in  Issue  #88 
of  the  journal.  Also,  it  should  be  noted  that  all  four  early  dates  have  much  wider 
reeding  around  their  rims.  These  early  Carson  City  coins  have  only  89  reeds  while 
all  of  the  other  Seated  dimes,  except  for  some  1875-CC  coins,  have  more  than  100 
reeds.  Since  more  and  more  of  the  early  Carson  City  dimes  are  being  certified,  there 
will  be  a  reduced  risk  of  purchasing  counterfeit  examples  of  these  rare  issues. 
However,  any  uncertified  coin  should  be  carefully  checked  for  the  distinctive  die 
characteristics  that  these  pieces  possess. 


Table  2 

Suggested  Market  Prices  for  1871-CC  through  1874-CC  Dimes 

Grade 


Date 

AG-3 

G-4 

VG-8 

F-12 

VF-20 

XF-40 

AU-50 

1871-CC 

1200 

1600 

3500 

5500 

10,000 

15,000 

25,000 

1 872-CC 

500 

800 

1200 

2000 

3000 

7500 

10,000 

1 873-CC  WA 

1750 

2200 

3500 

5500 

8500 

20,000 

30,000 

1 874-CC 

2500 

4600 

7500 

13,000 

17,500 

25,000 

The  above  prices  are  for  problem  free  coins.  Note  that  Coin  World's  Coin  Values 
does  not  list  a  price  for  AG-3  coins. 


♦ 
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The  LSCC  Electronic  Newsletter  -  The  E-Gobrecht 


The  E-Gobrecht  is  an  electronic  publication  of  the  Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club 
that  provides  information  in  an  e-mail  newsletter  as  a  general  service  to  all  collectors 
interested  in  Seated  coinage.  Anyone  can  provide  information  to  the  E-Gobrecht 
editor  who  will  compile  and  distribute  it  to  the  subscribers  on  a  private  e-mail  address 
listing.  The  E-Gobrecht  newsletter  will  not  take  the  place  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal,  but 
will  supplement  it  by  providing  current  news  about  Seated  coins,  the  coin  market, 
rarity  and  other  topics  of  interest  to  collectors. 

Contents:  The  newsletter  will  contain  information  related  to  Seated  coinage  and 
LSCC.  Examples  of  material  that  might  be  presented  in  the  newsletter  would  be 
announcements  of  newly  discovered  Seated  varieties,  information  on  upcoming 
auctions  that  contain  interesting  lots  of  Seated  coinage,  prices  realized  for  important 
Seated  coins  sold  at  auction,  the  availability  of  rare  or  unusual  Seated  coins  at  shows, 
any  activities  at  shows  related  to  Seated  coinage,  LSCC  member  experiences  with 
Seated  coinage,  links  to  other  numismatic  internet  websites,  interesting  or  unusual 
Seated  coins  purchased  at  shows,  upcoming  meetings  or  gatherings  of  club 
members  at  shows,  counterfeit  Seated  coins  seen  or  found,  general  comments  on 
the  numismatic  market,  listings  of  Seated  coins  for  sale,  opinions  regarding  rarity  or 
Condition  Census  listings,  profiles  of  collectors  who  built  interesting  collections  of 
Seated  coins,  unusual  listings  for  Seated  coins  on  eBay,  and  other  questions  or 
concerns  about  the  coin  market. 

Frequency  of  Distribution:  The  newsletter  will  be  distributed  as  often  as  informa- 
tion is  received  from  the  subscribers.  For  the  eight  months  from  January  to  August 
2005,  approximately  100  e-mail  recipients  were  sent  five  issues  of  the  newsletter. 

Newsletter  Contributions:  Contributions  can  be  made  by  any  LSCC  member  or 
interested  collector.  Subscribers  to  the  newsletter  are  encouraged  to  submit  infor- 
mation even  if  it  is  only  a  short  comment  on  a  numismatic  topic  of  interest. 

Cost  of  Newsletter:  The  newsletter  will  be  sent  to  all  subscribers  by  e-mail  at  no 
charge. 

Signing  up  to  Receive  Newsletter:  Any  interested  collector  can  receive  the 
newsletter  by  sending  an  e-mail  address  to  Bill  Bugert,  the  E-Gobrecht  editor,  at 
wb8cpy(a)arrl.net. 

Privacy  Protection:  To  protect  individual  privacy,  subscriber  e-mail  addresses 
will  remain  private  and  the  E-Gobrecht  editor  will  not  release  names  or  e-mail 
addresses.  The  E-Gobrecht  newsletter  will  be  e-mailed  to  an  undisclosed  address 
listing  so  that  no  one,  except  the  editor,  will  know  who  is  on  the  distribution  list. 

Bill  Bugert 
E-Gobrecht  Editor 
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USCOINSNUT 


HALF  DIMES 

1872        ANACSEF-40   $65 

DIMES 

1838        ANACS  EF-40,  Small  Stars   $250 

1842-0      PCGSF-12   45 

1856        Small  Date,  PCGS  VF-35   60 

1873-CC    PCGS  VF-35   16,950 

QUARTERS 

1872-CC    NGCG-4   $1495 

1872-  CC    NGCVG-8    2700 

1873-  CC    NGCVG-8   19,995 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1872-  S      G-VG   $30 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1840        NGCAU-50   $1075 

1844        PCGS  MS-62    8950 

1846  PCGS  VF-35   475 

1847  PCGSAU-50    775 

1865  PCGSVF-20    695 

1866  PCGS  Proof-65  RB,  Judd  541    13,750 

1869        PCGSVF-25   475 

1871-CC    VG-8,  bright  from  past  cleaning   3100 

1872        PCGS  XF-45,  Breen  #5491    495 

1873-  CC    PCGSXF-40   23,995 

TRADE  DOLLARS 

1874        ANACSEF-40   $395 

1874-  CC    PCGS  XF-45   595 

1875-  S/CC  PCGS  MS-60  PQ   6995 

1876-  CC    Very  Wide  CC,  VG-8   275 

1876-  CC    PCGSMS-61    8900 

1877-  CC    PCGSMS-63    12,000 

1878-  CC    NGCXF-40   2895 


Photographs  of  the  listed  coins  are  available  on  my  website:  uscoinsnut.com. 
To  enlarge  photographs,  move  pointer  to  bottom  right  corner  of  picture 

and  then  left  click  with  mouse. 

Robert  R  Guardiano  •  LSCC#1035 

E-mail:  Robert(a)uscoinsnut.com 
Telephone:  (631)  673-6092  from  7PM  to  10PM  EST 

V  J 
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The  Major  100  Liberty  Seated  Dime  Varieties 


by 

Gerry  Fortin 

During  the  LSCC  meeting  at  the  2004  ANA  Convention,  I  announced  the  connple- 
tion  and  availability  of  the  3'^^  reference  source  for  Liberty  Seated  Dimes.  The  new 
reference  book  is  entitled,  "The  Definitive  Resource  For  Liberty  Seated  Dime  Variety 
Collectors".  It  is  currently  obtainable  in  electronic  format  and  is  accessible  through 
the  internet  at  www.seateddimevarieties.com.  Contained  within  the  web-book  is  a 
listing  of  the  Major  1 00  Liberty  Seated  Dime  varieties.  These  varieties  were  selected 
from  a  vast  population  of  candidates  spanning  the  years  from  1837  to  1891  when 
Seated  dimes  were  struck  at  the  mother  mint  in  Philadelphia  and  at  the  branch  mints 
in  New  Orleans,  San  Francisco  and  Carson  City. 

Selecting  the  Major  100  Liberty  Seated  Dime  varieties  was  no  easy  task.  Before 
choosing  the  Top  1 00  varieties,  I  thought  it  best  to  define  some  numismatic  goals  for 
this  section  of  the  web-book.  By  establishing  guidelines  for  selecting  the  major 
Seated  dime  varieties,  I  hoped  that  club  members  and  other  collectors  would  be 
more  supportive  of  the  set  definition  as  a  new  collecting  challenge.  Following  are  the 
numismatic  goals  that  I  hoped  to  accomplish  through  the  formulation  of  a  Top  1 00 
variety  collecting  objective. 

1.  I  hoped  to  expand  the  Liberty  Seated  collecting  community  by  raising 
awareness  of  an  alternate  collecting  approach  for  Liberty  Seated  Dime  varieties.  This 
new  collecting  objective  would  require  that  future  collectors  not  only  be  aware  of  the 
date  and  mintmark  rarities  within  the  Seated  Dime  series,  but  also  be  expected  to 
understand  the  die  preparation  process,  and  be  familiar  with  die  wear  and  minting 
conditions  during  the  mid-1 800s.  I  believe  that  collectors  will  be  more  inclined  to 
develop  a  long  term  relationship  with  a  particular  series  if  they  take  the  time  to  acquire 
advanced  knowledge  about  that  series. 


1841-0  Transitional  Dime  with  Large  O  Closed  Bud  Reverse 
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2.  I  wanted  the  Major  1 00  Seated  Dime  varieties  to  be  an  important  cross  section 
of  die  variety  types  universally  accepted  and  popular  with  collectors  of  all  United 
States  coinage.  Some  of  the  important  die  variety  types  show  unique  features  like 
repunched  dates  and  mintmarks,  misplaced  date  punches,  excessive  die  wear, 
multiple  cracks  from  shattered  dies,  and  die  doubling  from  the  hubbing  process. 
Attempting  to  assemble  a  collection  of  the  Major  100  Liberty  Seated  Dime  varieties 
should  increase  a  collector's  working  knowledge  of  minting  procedures  and  the  die 
preparation  process. 

3.  There  must  be  a  competitive  challenge,  a  sense  of  comradeship  and  an 
excitement  about  the  collecting  objective  while  assembling  a  Major  100  Liberty 
Seated  Dime  variety  set.  The  set  may  be  achievable  in  circulated  or  mint  state  grades 
but  it  should  be  a  major  long  term  project  that  creates  a  strong  sense  of  accomplish- 
ment when  the  set  is  finally  completed.  I  believe  that  the  completion  of  a  Major  1 00 
Liberty  Seated  Dime  variety  set  should  be  a  major  numismatic  accomplishment  and 
should  be  announced  within  the  LSCC  via  the  Gobrecht  Journal. 

Major  100  Selection  Process 

Criteria  for  choosing  the  Major  100  varieties  were  developed  as  a  guide  to  the 
selection  process.  My  criteria  focused  on  the  following  attributes  for  variety 
candidates  to  be  included  in  the  set. 

-  Each  variety  in  the  set  should  be  historically  recognized  as  an  important  Liberty 
Seated  Dime  variety  in  prior  reference  books  by  Ahwash  and  Greer  and/or  Gobrecht 
Journal  publications. 

-  The  set  should  include  a  balance  of  varieties  based  on  rarity  to  maintain  a 
collector's  interest  throughout  the  project.  Some  of  the  varieties  should  be  immedi- 
ately available  through  dealer  price  lists  or  eBay  auctions  without  much  searching. 
Other  varieties  should  be  moderately  to  extremely  challenging  to  locate.  Obtaining 
the  more  challenging  varieties  would  require  special  attention  to  major  auctions  or 
to  building  personal  relationships  with  dealers  or  club  members  who  can  assist  in 
locating  the  rarities. 

-  The  set  should  contain  a  cross  section  of  the  major  variety  types  currently 
pursued  within  numismatics  today,  again  bringing  attention  to  the  die  preparation 
process  and  the  evidence  of  die  deterioration. 

Listing  The  Ma\or  ICQ  Varieties 

The  following  table  presents  the  Major  1 00  Liberty  Seated  Dime  varieties.  I  have 
given  previous  references  by  Ahwash  and  Greer,  provided  rarity  estimates  and 
included  a  description  of  the  major  diagnostics  that  should  simplify  the  process  of 
locating  and  collecting  these  varieties. 

Variety  References  -  For  each  variety,  I  have  listed  the  reference  numbers  from 
Kam  Ahwash's  "Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Liberty  Seated  Dimes  1837  -  1891" 
and  Brian  Greer's  "The  Complete  Guide  To  Liberty  Seated  Dimes".  Ahwash 
references  are  listed  as  A-x  and  Greer  references  as  G-1  xx.  Also  included  are  the  new 
Fortin  reference  numbers  that  are  documented  as  F-lxx. 
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Description  -  I  have  attempted  to  label  each  of  the  Major  1 00  varieties  with  a 
distinctive  name  for  simplifying  ongoing  discussions  and  referencing.  These  names 
were  selected  based  on  the  most  significant  attributes  of  the  variety.  The  names  are 
highlighted  with  bold  lettering  followed  by  additional  descriptive  text. 

Rarity  -  A  rarity  estimate  is  provided  for  each  variety  in  grades  of  Very  Fine  through 
Mint  State.  These  estimates  are  based  on  my  research  and  collecting  experience. 
Some  estimates  will  undoubtedly  be  revised  as  fellow  club  members  examine  their 
collections  and  locate  additional  examples.  The  LSCC  will  conduct  a  census  of  the 
Major  1 00  Liberty  Seated  Dime  varieties  in  a  few  years  to  further  the  understanding 
of  availability  and  estimated  rarity  within  the  Major  100  Die  Variety  Set. 


IVIajor  100  Liberty  Seated  Dime  Varieties 
#  Date,  Variety  References,  Description,  Rarity  in  VF  to  MS 

1.  1837,  F-101C,  Large  Date,  Clashed  Obverse  and  Reverse,  obverse  pie 
shaped  die  cracks  with  heavily  clashed  obverse  and  reverse  dies,  R-4. 

2.  1837,  F-103a,  Small  Date,  Reverse  Horizontal  Die  Crack,  reverse  die  crack 
from  rim  through  UNIT(E)D  and  wreath  to  (ON)E,  R-3. 

3.  1838-0,  F-101,  A-1,  G-101,  Repunched  Huge  O,  bottom  of  the  Huge  O 
mintmark  shows  repunching,  R-3. 

4.  1 838,  F-1 01  a,  A-1 ,  Small  Stars  on  obverse  intended  for  half  dimes,  late  die  state 
obverse  with  heavy  die  crack  on  left  side,  doubled  die  reverse,  R-3. 

5.  1838,  F-1 03b,  A-3,  G-102,  Vertically  Cracked  Reverse,  die  crack  starts  at 
STATE(S)  then  down  through  0(N)E  and  D(I)ME  into  left  bow  knot,  R-4. 

6.  1 838,  F-1 06,  A-5,  G-1 03,  Cracked  Obverse  #1 ,  die  crack  starts  between  Stars 
6  and  7,  then  down  through  Liberty  passing  on  right  side  of  (1)838,  R-3. 

7.  1 838,  F-1 08a,  A-6,  Partial  Drapery  Obverse,  obverse  die  clash  below  Liberty's 
right  arm,  repunched  18  digits,  reverse  die  also  strongly  clashed,  R-3. 

8.  1838,  F-1 10a,  G-1 04,  Cracked  Obverse  #2,  die  crack  starting  at  Star  7 
proceeding  diagonally  through  Liberty,  then  to  rim  below  foot,  R-5. 

9.  1838,  F-1 11  a,  G-1 05,  Cracked  Obverse  #3,  die  crack  starting  at  Star  6 
proceeding  diagonally  through  Liberty,  then  to  rim  below  foot,  R-4. 

1 0.  1 839,  F-1 05b,  A-2,  G-1 01 ,  Pie  Shaped  Shattered  Obverse,  three  spectacular 
die  cracks  meeting  in  the  center  of  the  obverse  die,  R-8. 

11.  1 839-0,  F-1 03,  A-5,  G-1 04,  Small  o  Obverse/  Large  O  Reverse,  late  die  state 
of  Large  O  reverse  paired  with  late  die  state  of  Small  o  obverse  die,  R-6. 

12.  1839-0,  F-1 04a,  A-3,  G-102,  Repunched  Large  O  mintmark,  long  horizontal 
die  crack  starting  at  UN(I)TED  through  left  wreath  and  across  DIME,  R-4. 

13.  1839-0,  F-1 06a,  A-6,  G-101,  Cobweb  Shattered  Reverse,  reverse  die  with 
circular  die  cracks  throughout  legend  and  ribbon  bow,  R-4. 

14.  1839-0,  F-1 08,  A-7,  Polished  Obverse/Huge  O  Reverse,  severely  polished 
obverse  die  paired  with  left  over  Huge  O  mintmark  reverse  die  from  1838,  R-6. 

1 5.  1 840  No  Drapery,  F-1 03,  G-1 01 ,  Chin  Whiskers  Variety,  heavy  die  scratches 
from  Liberty's  chin  to  left  shoulder,  R-3. 
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1 6.  1 840-O,  F-1 06,  A-2,  Medium  O  Mintmark  and  a  die  crack  dropping  downward 
through  STAT(E)S,  R-5. 

1 7.  1 841 ,  F-1 03,  G-1 01 ,  Repunched  1 84  Digits,  repunching  below  the  base  of  the 
184  digits  in  the  date  and  a  reverse  die  crack  through  (S)TATES,  R-5. 

1 8.  1 841 ,  F-1 05,  G-1 02,  Repunched  841  Digits,  repunching  below  the  base  of  the 
841  digits,  obverse  is  paired  with  reverse  die  that  is  badly  rusted,  R-4. 

1 9.  1 841  -O,  F-1 01 ,  A-1 ,  G-1 02,  Transitional  Large  O  Closed  Bud  Reverse  from 
1840  is  paired  with  an  1841  obverse  die,  R-6+. 

20.  1 841  -O,  F-1 02,  G-1 01 ,  Transitional  Small  o  Closed  Bud  Reverse  from  1 840 
is  paired  with  the  same  1841  obverse  die  as  #19,  R-7. 

21 .  1842,  F-1 03a,  A-3,  Large  Obverse  Rim  Cud  at  10:00,  R-3. 

22.  1842-0,  F-1 02a,  G-1 02,  Shattered  Reverse  Die,  Medium  O  mintmark,  major 
diagnostic  is  a  reverse  die  crack  from  rim  through  STA(TES  0)F,  R-4. 

23.  1 842-0,  F-1 03,  A-3,  G-1 01 ,  Shattered  Reverse  Die  of  1 841 ,  major  diagnostics 
are  a  very  weak  reverse  legend  and  die  crack  through  STAT(ES),  R-4. 

24.  1842-0,  F-1 04a,  A-4,  Small  o  Mintmark,  obverse  has  a  rim  cud  from  Stars  3 
through  6,  R-4. 

25.  1843,  F-1 02,  A-2,  G-1 01,  Repunched  1843  Digits,  the  entire  date  is  strongly 
repunched  on  the  obverse,  R-3. 

26.  1845,  F-1 03,  A-2,  G-1 01,  Repunched  45  Digits,  with  the  5  digit  being  triple 
punched  above  and  below  the  flag  of  the  digit,  R-3. 

27.  1845,  F-1 07,  G-1 03,  Repunched  1845  Digits,  date  punch  has  a  noticeable 
downward  slope,  R-3. 

28.  1 845-0,  F-1 02,  Huge  O  Mintmark,  mintmark  tilts  to  the  right  and  has  a  very  thick 
oval  appearance,  R-4. 

29.  1 847,  F-1 01 ,  A-1 ,  G-1 01 ,  Date  Punch  Overlaps  Base,  the  date  punch  is  high 
and  overlaps  into  the  base,  R-4. 

30.  1 849,  F-1 04,  A-3,  G-1 01 ,  Repunched  8  and  9  Digits,  previously  designated  as 
an  1849/8  overdate,  R-3. 

31.  1849-0,  F-1 04,  A-3,  G-1 03,  Repunched  184  Digits,  date  repunching  is  most 
evident  on  18  digits,  always  with  a  Small  o  reverse  die,  R-4. 

32.  1 851 ,  F-1 05,  G-1 01 ,  Repunched  851  Digits,  early  die  state  of  repunched  date 
obverse  paired  with  a  rusted  reverse  die,  R-4. 

33.  1 852,  F-1 05,  A-4,  G-1 01 ,  Repunched  52  Digits,  date  repunching  with  the  2  digit 
being  strongly  repunched  at  the  base,  R-3. 

34.  1853  No  Arrows,  F-1 01  a,  Heavily  Clashed  No  Arrows  Obverse,  sharp  die 
clashing  in  the  field  area  to  the  right  of  Liberty's  right  arm,  R-4. 

35.  1 853  With  Arrows,  F-1 07,  G-1 03,  Repunched  853  Digits,  Unhubbed  Obverse 
Die,  date  repunching  is  found  at  the  bottom  of  the  853  date  digits,  R-3. 

36.  1 853-0,  F-1 04a,  G-1 01 ,  Shattered  Obverse  Die,  major  die  cracks  visible  in  the 
base  above  the  8  digit  and  to  the  left  of  the  base  near  Star  1 ,  R-4. 

37.  1 854,  F-1 04a,  G-1 02,  Shattered  Obverse  Die  #1 ,  circular  die  cracks  connect 
all  stars  to  Liberty's  head  and  the  date,  R-3. 
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38.  1854-0,  F-102,  G-101,  Shattered  Obverse  Die,  a  dramatic  and  massive 
circular  die  crack  through  the  date  and  arrows,  R-6. 

39.  1854-0,  F-103,  Cracked  Obverse  Die/Oblique  Mintmark,  cracked  obverse 
die  is  paired  with  oblique  Large  O  mintmark  reverse  die,  R-5. 

40.  1 855,  F-1 03,  G-1 01 ,  Doubled  Die  Obverse  #2,  doubling  is  most  obvious  on  the 
right  side  of  the  outer  shield  edge,  R-4. 

41 .  1 856  Small  Date,  F-1 08,  G-1 01 ,  Doubled  Die  Obverse  East,  obverse  doubling 
is  most  evident  within  and  on  the  outer  shield  lines,  R-2. 

42.  1856  Small  Date,  F-1 10,  Doubled  Die  Obverse  North,  obverse  doubling  is 
most  evident  above  the  top  of  shield,  R-4. 

43.  1 856-0,  F-1 04,  A-2,  G-1 02,  Repunched  56  Digits  Up,  date  repunching  is  very 
visible  at  the  base  of  the  56  digits,  R-3. 

44.  1856-0,  F-1 05,  A-3,  G-101,  Repunched  56  Digits  Down,  date  repunching  is 
very  visible  between  the  base  and  tops  of  56  digits,  R-4. 

45.  1 857-0,  F-1 01 ,  A-1 ,  G-1 02,  Doubled  Date  and  Stars,  the  cause  is  suggested 
to  be  strike  doubling  by  Fortin,  R-5. 

46.  1859,  F-103,  A-2,  G-101,  Misplaced  9  Digit  In  Gown,  extra  digit  in  the  gown 
immediately  right  of  LIBERT(Y)  at  the  shield  scroll  end,  R-3. 

47.  1 860,  F-1 06,  Doubled  Lips,  doubled  die  obverse  with  doubling  most  evident  on 
UNITED  STATES  and  on  Liberty's  lips,  R-4. 

48.  1861  Type  I,  F-1 01,  A-1,  Rusted  Type  I  Obverse  Die,  R-3. 

49.  1 861  Type  II,  F-1 05,  G-1 01 ,  Heavily  Rusted  Reverse/Type  II  Obverse  Die,  R-5. 

50.  1862,  F-103,  G-101,  Gouged  Reverse  Die,  large  die  gouge  is  found  through 
0(N)E,  the  letters  UN(ITED  STATES)  are  doubled  on  the  obverse,  R-3. 

51 .  1 868,  F-1 03,  A-3,  G-1 01 ,  Repunched  1 8  Digits,  repunching  is  found  at  the  base 
of  the  18  digits,  R-4. 

52.  1868,  F-1 05,  A-5,  G-1 02,  Misplaced  1  Digits  In  Base,  two  1  digits  misplaced 
directly  above  the  18  digits  in  the  date,  obverse  die  is  rusted,  proof  dies  only,  R-6. 

53.  1 869,  F-1 01 ,  A-1 ,  Short  Flag  1  Date,  one  of  four  obverse  dies  known  with  a  short 
flag  1  date  punch,  this  die  being  the  most  difficult  to  locate,  R-5. 

54.  1870,  F-1 04,  A-3,  G-101,  Repunched  870  Digits,  the  repunching  is  most 
obvious  within  the  lower  loop  of  the  0  date  digit,  R-3. 

55.  1 871 ,  F-1 01 ,  G-1 01 ,  Repunched  1 8  Digits,  proof  dies  only,  repunching  is  seen 
above  the  18  date  digits,  R-5. 

56.  1872,  F-1 05,  Flipped  Doubled  Die  Reverse,  reverse  die  hubbed  twice  with 
second  hubbing  rotated  about  175  degrees  from  initial  hubbing,  R-5. 

57.  1 872,  F-1 06,  G-1 01 ,  Repunched  Date,  repunching  being  most  obvious  within 
the  18  and  2  digits,  R-4. 

58.  1872,  F-1 09,  G-1 04,  Proof  Misplaced  Digit,  bottom  section  of  2  digit  is 
misplaced  in  the  base  above  the  7  digit  in  the  date,  the  obverse  die  was  also 
used  for  business  strikes,  R-5. 

59.  1 873  Closed  3,  F-1 03,  G-1 01 ,  Repunched  Date,  on  Closed  3  obverse,  strong 
repunching  of  the  date  digits  can  be  seen  at  bottom  left  of  each  digit,  R-4. 
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60.  1873  With  Arrows,  F-103,  G-101,  Doubled  Shield,  dramatic  obverse  die 
doubling  witlnin  upper  shield  and  to  the  right  of  upper  shield,  R-6. 

61 .  1 874,  F-1 03,  G-1 01 ,  Repunched  74  Digits,  repunching  is  most  obvious  on  the 
base  of  the  74  date  digits,  R-3. 

62.  1 874,  F-1 06,  G-1 02,  Polished  Arrows,  arrows  are  missing  or  very  faint  due  to 
attempted  removal  by  polishing,  date  is  also  repunched,  R-8. 

63.  1 875,  F-1 07,  G-1 04,  IVIisplaced  1  In  Denticles,  the  top  of  a  1  digit  is  visible  in 
the  denticles  directly  below  8  digit  in  the  date,  R-3. 

64.  1875-S  In  Wreath,  F-1 01  a.  Shattered  Reverse  Die,  a  large  retained  cud 
appears  below  the  left  and  right  ribbon  ends,  R-3. 

65.  1875-S  Below  Wreath,  F-1 04,  Unfilled  Micro  s  Mintmark,  Micro  s  below 
ribbon  is  not  filled  and  well  defined,  R-6. 

66.  1875-CC  In  Wreath,  F-1 09,  Circular  Cracked  Obverse,  die  cracks  connect 
UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  with  date  and  Liberty's  head,  R-3. 

67.  1875-CC  Below  Wreath,  F-1 02a,  Circular  Cracked  Obverse,  die  cracks 
connect  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  with  date  and  Liberty's  head,  same 
obverse  die  as  #66,  R-3 

68.  1876,  F-1 04,  G-101,  Doubled  Die  Reverse,  Type  I  reverse,  doubling  is  most 
obvious  on  ON(E)  and  DIM(E),  typically  found  with  heavy  die  clashing,  R-3. 

69.  1 876-S,  F-1 01 ,  G-1 01 ,  Boldly  Repunched  Date,  Type  I  reverse,  repunching  is 
very  obvious  on  1  and  6  digits  in  the  date,  R-4. 

70.  1876-CC,  F-1 05,  A-6,  G-101,  Doubled  Die  Obverse/Greer  Reverse  C,  on 

Reverse  0  the  mintmark  slopes  down,  R-5. 

71.  1876-CC,  F-1 06,  A-5,  G-101,  Doubled  Die  Obverse/Greer  Reverse  A,  on 

Reverse  A  the  mintmark  is  level,  R-5. 

72.  1 876-CC,  F-1 07,  G-1 01 ,  Doubled  Die  Obverse/Greer  Reverse  B,  on  Reverse 
B  the  mintmark  slopes  upward,  R-4-I-. 

73.  1 876-CC,  F-1 1 0,  G-1 03,  Repunched  1 8  Digits,  repunching  is  clearly  visible  on 
the  tops  of  the  1 8  digits,  R-5-i- 

74.  1 876-CC,  F-1 1 1 ,  G-1 04,  Misplaced  76  Digits,  two  sets  of  extra  76  digits  in  the 
gown  area  between  right  shield  and  pendant,  R-4. 

75.  1 876-CC,  F-1 01 ,  A-4,  Type  II  Reverse,  a  single  Type  II  reverse  die  is  known  for 
1876  Carson  City  dimes,  R-6. 

76.  1877,  F-1 05,  G-1 03,  Misplaced  1  Digit  in  Base,  a  misplaced  1  digit  is  found 
above  the  8  digit  in  the  date,  Type  II  reverse,  R-5. 

77.  1 877-S,  F-1 01 ,  A-2,  Repunched  1 8  Digits,  repunching  is  best  seen  above  the 
feet  of  the  1  digit,  R-3. 

78.  1 877-CC,  F-1 07,  A-9,  Die  Scratch  in  Shield,  Repunched  Date,  repunching  is 
most  visible  above  the  feet  of  the  1  digit  in  date,  Type  II  reverse,  R-3. 

79.  1 878-CC,  F-1 04,  A-3,  G-1 01 ,  Severely  Polished  Reverse,  major  loss  of  details  in 
left  wreath  due  to  die  polishing,  reverse  die  also  cracked  throughout  wreath,  R-4. 

80.  1 882,  F-1 02,  A-2,  G-1 01 ,  Repunched  1 8  Digits,  both  1 8  digits  are  repunched 
at  top  of  digits,  R-3. 
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81 .  1 886,  F-1 05,  G-1 01 ,  Repunched  86  Digits,  bold  repunching  is  visible  under 
the  6  digit,  R-3. 

82.  1887-S,  F-1 04,  A-4,  G-1 02,  l\/ledium  S  over  S,  clearly  visible  Medium  S 
mintmark  is  seen  within  upper  loop  of  final  Medium  S,  R-4. 

83.  1 887-S,  F-1 07,  Shattered  Reverse  Die,  spectacular  die  cracks  form  a  radial 
inner  ring  that  covers  about  60%  of  the  wreath,  R-6. 

84.  1888,  F-1 02a,  A-2,  Excessively  Polished  Reverse  Proof  Die,  reverse  die 
has  missing  left  ribbon  end,  used  for  business  strikes  with  two  obverse  dies, 
R-5. 

85.  1 888,  F-1 06,  Triple  Misplaced  Digits  in  Gown,  this  variety  presents  one  of 
the  few  triple  digit  misplaced  dates  in  the  Liberty  Seated  dime  series,  R-4. 

86.  1 888-S,  F-1 07,  G-1 01 ,  Misplaced  8  Digit  in  Base  /  Medium  S  over  S,  top 

loop  of  misplaced  8  digit  is  found  above  final  8  digit  in  the  date,  R-4. 

87.  1889,  F-1 03,  G-1 03,  Repunched  Date  and  Misplaced  Digit,  the  date 
repunching  is  visible  to  the  left  of  each  digit  or  within  the  left  side  of  an  inner 
loop,  the  misplaced  digit  is  found  immediately  right  of  the  scroll  end,  R-6. 

88.  1 889,  F-1 04,  Doubled  Die  Reverse  #1 ,  R-3. 

89.  1889,  F-1 06,  Doubled  Die  Reverse  #3,  R-3. 

90.  1890,  F-1 05,  G-1 01,  Misplaced  Digit,  extra  top  of  8  or  9  digit  is  seen 
immediately  to  the  right  of  the  scroll  end,  R-3. 

91 .  1 890,  F-1 06,  G-1 02,  Four  Misplaced  Digits  in  Gown,  the  left  and  right  outer 
digits  appear  to  be  the  top  loops  of  8  and  0  digits  and  are  positioned  directly 
above  the  final  date  punch,  the  two  inner  misplaced  digits  appear  to  be  the 
top  loops  of  9  and  0  digits,  R-5. 

92.  1890-S,  F-1 04,  G-1 05,  Doubled  Die  Obverse  /  Medium  S  over  S,  R-6. 

93.  1 890-S,  F-1 09,  G-1 03,  Misplaced  Digit,  top  loop  of  an  extra  8  or  9  punch  is 
located  in  the  gown  directly  to  the  right  of  the  scroll  end,  R-3. 

94.  1 891 ,  F-1 07,  G-1 01 ,  Misplaced  Digit  in  Denticles,  top  loop  of  an  8  or  9  digit 
is  visible  in  the  denticles  below  the  8  and  9  digits,  R-4. 

95.  1 891 ,  F-1 09,  G-1 04,  Doubled  Die  Obverse,  doubling  is  readily  visible  to  the 
right  of  the  vertical  shield  lines  and  the  0  in  AMERICA  is  strongly  doubled, 
R-5. 

96.  1891-0,  F-1 06a,  A-4,  Repunched  89  Digits,  Clashed  Dies,  repunching  in 
the  lower  loops  of  the  8  and  9  digits  remains  clear  in  the  later  die  state,  R-3. 

97.  1 891  -O,  F-1 08,  A-6,  Shattered  Reverse,  numerous  heavy  die  cracks  through 
the  wreath  and  mintmark  to  rim,  R-3. 

98.  1 891  -O,  F-1 09,  A-7,  G-1 01 ,  Medium  O  over  Horizontal  O  Mintmark,  R-6. 

99.  1891-0,  F-1 1 1 ,  Repunched  89  Digits  /  Medium  O  over  Small  s,  both  the 
8  and  9  digits  show  repunching  to  the  right  of  the  final  digits,  R-4. 

1 00.  1 891  -S,  F-1 05,  A-5,  G-1 01 ,  Medium  S  over  Small  s,  the  Small  s  mintmark 
is  easily  seen  within  the  loops  of  the  Medium  S  mintmark,  R-4. 


47 


Summary 


The  Major  1 00  varieties  offer  Seated  dime  specialists  a  broad  range  of  collecting 
challenges  while  attempting  to  build  a  set.  I  assessed  the  estimated  rarities  within 
the  Major  100  set  and  calculated  the  number  of  varieties  at  each  rarity  level.  The 
number  of  varieties  within  the  set  at  each  rarity  level  is  given  below. 

Rarity  1  -  0         Rarity  3-35         Rarity  5-17         Rarity  7  - 1 
Rarity  2  -  1         Rarity  4-32         Rarity  6-12         Rarity  8-2 

The  majority  of  the  Major  100  varieties  or  68%  were  estimated  to  be  at  the  R-4 
rarity  level  or  lower.  An  R-4  rarity  in  grades  of  Very  Fine  through  Mint  State  means 
that  finding  specimens  at  coin  shows  or  on  eBay  is  achievable  with  some  diligent 
searching  and  patience.  The  remaining  32%  of  the  Major  100  varieties  become 
more  challenging  with  three  listings  being  estimated  at  an  R-7  or  R-8  rarity  in  grades 
of  Very  Fine  or  above.  For  variety  listings  with  R-7  or  R-8  rarities,  a  specialist  should 
be  pleased  to  locate  any  example  of  these  rare  Seated  dime  varieties  to  allow 
completion  of  their  sets.  The  three  rarest  varieties  are  the  1839  Pie  Shaped 
Shattered  Obverse,  the  1 841  -O  Transitional  Small  o  Reverse  and  the  1 874  Polished 
Arrows  Obverse. 

A  challenge  has  been  presented  for  collectors  to  undertake  the  Major  1 00  Liberty 
Seated  Dime  varieties  as  a  new  collecting  pursuit.  In  January  2006,  LSCC  will 
conduct  a  survey  to  determine  the  population  of  the  Major  100  Seated  Dime 
varieties  in  member  collections.  Additionally,  the  survey  report  will  focus  on  the 
content  of  the  five  most  complete  sets  with  attention  given  to  completion  percent- 
ages, to  average  grade  level  attainment  and  to  identifying  the  most  frequently 
missing  varieties  across  all  sets. 


LSCC  Regional  Meeting  at  FUN  Convention 

There  will  be  an  Eastern  Regional  meeting  of  LSCC  at  the  FUN  Convention  in 
January  2006.  The  meeting  will  be  held  at  9:00AM  on  Friday  January  6,  2006  in 
Orlando,  Florida  during  the  FUN  Convention.  The  meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Orange 
County  Convention  Center  in  Orlando.  The  location  of  the  meeting  will  be  given  in 
the  convention  program.  We  hope  that  LSCC  members  will  take  this  opportunity  to 
gather  and  exchange  information  on  Liberty  Seated  coinage. 

The  Editor 
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The  1886-S  Seated  Dime 


by 

Bill  Cregan 

The  1886-S  dime  is  a  very  special  coin  because  it  circulated  on  the  West  coast 
during  the  last  decade  of  the  1 9'*"  century  when  small  change  was  in  demand  to  serve 
an  expanding  economy  that  ran  24  hours  a  day  in  many  places.  At  its  time  of  issue 
there  were  very  few  collectors  in  the  west  so  most  of  these  coins  went  into  circulation 
for  an  extended  period  of  time. 

Studies  have  shown  that  many  1 886-S  dimes  were  not  well  made.  They  were  flatly 
struck  on  the  reverse  and  their  rims  were  not  raised,  making  them  susceptible  to  early 
wear.  In  the  world  of  the  1 890s,  a  dime  had  sizable  purchasing  power  and  it  was  used 
extensively  on  the  western  frontier.  It  could  buy  two  beers  in  the  city  saloon,  or  a  big 
dish  of  ice  cream  at  the  sweets  shop.  It  is  no  wonder  that  these  dimes  were  frequently 
spent  for  goods  and  services  in  a  growing  economy  near  the  end  of  the  1 9^^  century. 

The  1886-S  dime  also  has  a  relatively  low  mintage  of  206,524  pieces.  This  figure 
is  not  especially  low  within  the  Seated  dime  series,  but  it  is  small  when  compared  to 
certain  other  expensive  coins  with  higher  mintages.  This  combination  of  a  lower 
mintage  and  poor  quality  with  few  pieces  being  saved  at  the  time  of  issue  make  this 
date  a  scarce  coin  today.  The  1886-S  dime  is  truly  a  reminder  of  the  sparsely 
populated  West  and  of  the  high  living  garish  California  cities  and  towns  that  this  coin 
served  during  the  1890s. 

This  issue  is  also  a  good  value  based  on  its  scarcity  when  compared  to  certain  20'^ 
century  key  coins  that  sell  for  much  more.  The  1886-S  dime  lists  for  $80  in  Fine 
condition  according  to  Numismatic  News'  Coin  Market.  Examples  are  affordable  and 
can  be  obtained  by  any  collector  with  a  desire  to  own  one.  It  is  interesting  to  compare 
prices  for  this  coin  with  key  rarities  such  as  the  1 909-S  Indian  cent  that  sells  for  $475 
in  Fine  and  the  1 91 6-D  Mercury  dime  that  sells  for  $21 00  in  Fine.  While  both  of  these 
popular  issues  have  higher  mintages,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  1 886-S  dime  will  never 
sell  for  the  prices  reached  by  these  key  20*^  century  rarities  because  the  demand  is 
just  not  there.  But  this  example  shows  that  the  potential  for  price  increases  still  exists 
within  the  Seated  dime  series. 

Aside  from  being  affordable.  Seated  coins  can  provide  an  enriching  numismatic 
experience  by  encouraging  a  collector  to  read  historical  accounts  of  the  period  when 
these  pieces  were  being  used  in  daily  transactions.  You  can  look  at  them  again  and 
again  and  still  marvel  at  the  beautiful  designs  used  on  our  silver  coinage  from  the  1 9'^ 
century.  Seated  coins  can  also  be  a  good  store  of  monetary  value  if  carefully  chosen, 
and  they  can  be  sold  at  a  profit  if  the  need  arises. 

This  article  lists  the  reasons  why  I  have  enjoyed  my  1886-S  dime  and  the  other 
Seated  coins  in  my  collection.  They  are  shining  stars  and  numismatic  treasures! 
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Report  on  32"^  Annual  Meeting  of  LSCC 

There  were  45  attendees  at  the  32"^  Annual  Meeting  of  LSCC  during  the  2005 
ANA  Convention.  The  meeting  was  held  at  QAM  in  Thursday  July  28'^  at  the 
Moscone  West  Convention  Center  in  San  Francisco.  The  highlights  of  this 
meeting  are  given  below. 

A  preliminary  report  by  the  club  Secretary-Treasurer  indicated  that  LSCC 
would  finish  the  club  year  with  a  surplus  of  a  few  hundred  dollars.  A 
recommendation  was  then  made  to  keep  club  dues  at  $1 5  for  next  year.  A  vote 
by  the  members  resulted  in  the  approval  of  this  recommendation. 

A  nearly  complete  first  draft  of  the  Fifth  Collective  Volume  of  the  Gobrecht 
Journal  was  available  for  review  by  club  members.  While  the  manuscript  appeared 
to  be  in  good  form,  club  members  were  reminded  that  an  extensive  review  of  the 
643  page  document  would  be  necessary  to  check  for  computer  errors.  Even 
though  the  articles  had  been  preserved  on  computer  disks,  multiple  upgrades  in 
the  computer  software  by  the  printer  have  resulted  in  placement  and  positioning 
errors  in  the  new  manuscript.  It  is  hoped  that  the  new  volume  will  be  available  for 
purchase  some  time  during  2006. 

Some  preliminary  results  from  the  club  survey  to  identify  The  Ten  Greatest 
Carson  City  Seated  Coins  were  given  at  the  meeting.  The  top  three  Carson  City 
coins  selected  in  the  June  2005  survey  were  identified.  They  are:  #1 ,  the  1 873- 
CC  NA  dime,  #2,  the  1 873-CC  NA  quarter  and  #3,  the  1 876-CC  twenty  cent  piece. 
A  complete  tabulation  of  the  voting  in  the  survey  will  be  presented  in  the  March 
2006  issue  of  the  journal. 

It  was  announced  that  Bert  Schlosser,  the  winner  of  the  2004  Kamal  M.  Ahwash 
Literary  Award,  was  unable  to  attend  the  Annual  Meeting  and  that  his  award 
plaque  had  been  sent  to  him  a  few  weeks  earlier.  The  winner  indicated  that  he 
would  like  to  thank  everyone  who  voted  for  his  article,  Counterfeit  Seated  Dollars 
and  Trade  Dollars  on  eBay,  and  that  he  would  continue  to  alert  collectors  to  the 
appearance  of  these  deceptive  counterfeits. 

A  large  photograph  of  an  off  center  1 856  dime  with  a  doubled  die  obverse  was 
on  display  at  the  meeting.  This  photograph  showed  the  dramatic  details  of  the 
doubled  die  on  a  beautiful  mint  state  coin.  Club  members  recognized  that  it  was 
very  unusual  to  see  a  coin  with  two  major  errors,  in  this  case  an  interesting  variety 
with  a  doubled  die  obverse  that  was  also  struck  off  center. 

A  plaque  was  presented  to  me  in  recognition  of  my  five  years  of  service  as  club 
Secretary-Treasurer.  I  would  like  to  conclude  this  report  by  saying  that  it  has  been 
an  honor  for  me  to  serve  as  a  club  officer  during  the  past  five  years  and  that  I  have 
enjoyed  my  work  in  support  of  LSCC. 

Mark  Sheldon 
Secretary-Treasurer 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


The  forthcoming  Major  100  Liberty  Seated  Dime  Varieties  survey  is  an  important 
step  towards  establishing  a  defined  set  of  collectable  varieties  for  a  Liberty  Seated 
coinage  series.  In  this  issue  of  the  journal,  I  have  listed  the  Major  1 00  varieties  and 
provided  descriptions  and  cross  references  to  earlier  listings  by  Ahwash  and  Greer. 
However,  I  recognize  that  many  club  members  do  not  have  access  to  copies  of  the 
Ahwash  encyclopedia  or  the  Greer  guide  book  and  that  some  of  the  varieties  are 
unique  to  the  new  Fortin  web-book.  To  improve  the  quality  of  the  survey  responses, 
I  have  decided  to  open  my  listing  of  the  Major  100  Liberty  Seated  Dime  Varieties  to 
the  numismatic  public  at  my  www.seateddimevarieties.com  website.  LSCC  mem- 
bers are  now  invited  to  visit  the  Seated  dime  web-book  to  view  the  individual  listings 
for  the  Major  1 00  varieties  to  obtain  additional  information  for  their  survey  responses 
in  January  2006. 1  would  also  be  happy  to  answer  any  individual  questions  concern- 
ing the  survey  by  e-mail  at  info@seateddimevarieties.com. 

Gerry  Fortin 
LSCC  #1054 

I  have  sent  in  my  votes  for  the  2005  Ahwash  Award  that  reflect  my  bias  toward 
counterfeit  detection.  Having  spent  my  entire  life  trying  to  grade  coins,  I  now  believe 
that  our  greatest  challenge  is  to  develop  new  ways  to  establish  authenticity  for  rare 
coins.  Six  of  us  in  the  Reno  Coin  Club  have  finished  the  ANA  course  on  grading,  and 
are  now  embarking  on  the  counterfeit  detection  course.  I  look  forward  to  learning 
more  about  the  special  features  of  rare  coins  for  many  years  to  come. 

Technology  can  help  numismatics  with  authentication  if  we  would  only  let  it.  A  core 
sample  of  genuine  pieces  could  provide  a  data  base  that  can  be  checked  to 
authenticate  potential  new  purchases.  These  counterfeit  detection  efforts  are  neces- 
sary because  a  detailed  chemical  analysis  that  can  assure  authentication  is  not  likely 
to  be  available  in  the  near  future.  However,  we  must  continue  to  fight  against 
counterfeits  because  the  hobby  will  be  ruined  if  the  day  ever  comes  when  we  cannot 
tell  the  real  from  the  fake. 


Paul  K.  Williams 
President,  Reno  Coin  Club 
LSCC  #226 
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LIBERTY  SEATED 

COLLECTORS  CLUB 

Publishers  of  the  GOBRECHT  JOURNAL 


Treasurer's  Report  2004-2005 

Beginning  Balance  -  August  1 ,  2004    $  10,939.76 

Receipts 

New  Members   $  675.00 

Renewal  Memberships   8,470.00 

Advertising   240.00 

Purchased  Back  Issues   75.00 

Donations   21.25 

Total  Receipts    $  9,481 .25 

Total  Available   $20,421.01 

Disbursements 

Printing   $  6,206.10 

Postage  &  Office  Supplies   2,925.07 

ANA  Membership  Dues   29.00 

Total  Spent   $  9,160.17 

Cash  Balance  -  August  31 ,  2005   $11 ,260.84 


Mark  Sheldon 

LSCC  SecretaryATreasurer 
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ADDRESS 


CITY    STATE   ZIP 


MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 


Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club 


I'M  A  COLLECTOR  □      DEALER  □  COLLECTOR/DEALER  □ 

YOU  MAY  □      MAY  NOT  □ 

SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 
I  COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMES  □  DIMES  □ 

QUARTERS  □         HALF  DOLLARS  □       DOLLARS  □         ALL  SEATED  □ 

SIGNATURE   DATE   


Membership  Fee  -  $15.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation  fee. 
Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $15.00  to: 
Mark  Sheldon   •   P.O.  Box  261 
Wellington,  Ohio  44090 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  move  or 
change  your  mailing  address.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  ortwo 
Journals  returned  to  us  for  improper  address  when  a  member  has 
moved  to  a  new  location.  In  such  cases,  we  must  wait  for  the  member 
to  contact  us  and  provide  us  with  the  new  address.  To  avoid  unneces- 
sary delays  in  receiving  the  Journal  and  to  assist  us  in  keeping  our 
mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that  you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible 
of  any  chiange  of  address. 


Reverse  Picture  of 
1861-0  W-lla  Half  Dollar 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads,  or  club  policies  area 
invited.  This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating  i  1 
on  behalf  of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 


